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 CITY OF HOUSTON 
 Office of the Mayor

Annise D. Parker 
Mayor

P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas  77251-1562 

January 13, 2013 

As mayor of Houston, it is my pleasure to welcome the participants and 
supporters of the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon.

The marathon continues to be the largest single-day sporting event in Houston, 
the nation’s fourth largest city. Once again, the race will feature 28,000 
participants including some of the world’s finest runners and spirited supporters. 

For over four decades, Houstonians have volunteered their time in support of this 
iconic event which is now a cherished tradition. Thanks to our generous sponsors 
and volunteers for keeping the Houston Marathon running.

Good luck to all participants.  I appreciate the countless hours of hard work you 
put into preparing for this event. On behalf of the citizens of Houston, best wishes 
for a successful and memorable race.

Sincerely,

Annise D. Parker 
Mayor                                 
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WELCOME

On behalf of the Houston Marathon Committee, welcome to the 41st annual Chevron 
Houston Marathon and its companion races, the Aramco Houston Half Marathon 
and the ABB 5K.

For the last few years, the most common question for our Committee after race 
weekend has been, “How are you going to top this year’s event?” In the wake of a 
2012 weekend that included nationally televised U.S. Olympic Trials Marathons for 
both men and women, as well as our annual slate of races where the winners broke 
the tapes with four record-breaking performances, that question has never been more 
common or more relevant. Our Committee has responded by incorporating some of 

our Trials-related innovations into the mix. The weekend-long “We Are Houston RunFest” and a stand-alone 5K 
race on a fast new course on the Saturday of race weekend (where we also welcome a new title sponsor, ABB) 
are the primary examples.  We have also boosted our prize money purse for both the Chevron Houston Marathon 
and the Aramco Houston Half Marathon, and we have added American-only prize money in the former and a 
world record incentive in the latter.  Finish line entertainment on Sunday prior to the athletes’ arrival is another 
new feature.  The entire weekend promises an exciting and thoroughly enhanced experience for participants, 
volunteers and spectators alike.

Please help us in thanking all of our sponsors by using and promoting their products and services whenever 
possible. Tremendous thanks are also due to the City of Houston, the City of West University Place and their 
respective departments and agencies for allowing us to use the streets and other public accommodations. Our events 
would not exist without the valuable contributions of all of these entities.

Finally, we thank you for participating in, volunteering for or simply cheering on the runners at all of the weekend’s 
races.  In particular, we thank the runners for showing their confidence in our ability to host a series of world-class 
races.  We’ll see everyone at the finish line.

Brant Kotch
Race Director and President,
Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.

Letter From Race Director 
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Media Info and Fast Facts

Race Week Press Headquarters
George R. Brown Convention Center (GRB)
Hall D, Third Floor
1001 Avenida de las Americas, Downtown Houston, 77010

Email: media@houstonmarathon.com
Twitter: @HMCPressCenter and @Houstonmarathon
Hashtag: #HouMarathon

Media Events Schedule

Friday, January 11					   
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 Media Center Hours of Operation	 				  
	 Room 320

	 Media Accreditation
	 Room 330

11:00 a.m.	 Press Conference – Elite Athletes	 			 
	 Room 320
 

Saturday, January 12						    
6:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.	 Media Center Hours of Operation	 				  
	 Room 320
 

8:00 a.m.	 ABB 5K

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.	 Media Accreditation 

	 Room 330
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Media Info and Fast Facts (continued)

Sunday, January 13					   
5:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.	 Media Center Hours of Operation	 				  
	 Room 320

Official Marathon and Half Marathon Start Times:
Marathon starts at La Branch and Prairie; half marathon starts one block east at Crawford and Prairie. Both races 
will finish in front of the GRB on Avenida de las Americas.

6:45 a.m.	 Wheelchair

7:00 a.m.	 Open Field Including Men and Women Elite Athletes

10:00 a.m. (approximate)  	 Champions Press Conference
	 Room 320
	
	 Featuring the first place men’s and women’s finishers in the 
	 marathon and half marathon races.

Following 	 Media Availability with HMC Representatives

1:10 p.m. (approximate) 	 Finish Line Officially Closes
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Fact Sheet
Race Day
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2013, 41st running of the Houston Marathon
 

Races
Race	 Distance	 Participant Cap	 Official Time Limit	 Minimum Age
Marathon	 26.2 mi / 42.195 km	 13,000	 Six (6) hours	 12 
Half Marathon	 13.1 mi / 21.01 km	 11,000	 Four (4) hours	 Seven (7) 
5K	 3.1 mi / 5.0 km	 4,500	 90 minutes	 Seven (7) 
 

Start Times 	
Start Time	 Race
6:45 a.m.	 Wheelchair: Marathon, Half Marathon
7:00 a.m.	 Open: Marathon, Half Marathon
 

Course 	
The Marathon and Half Marathon races start one block from each other and merge at mile two where they share 
the same course through mile nine before separating. The courses then merge again at mile 25 and share the final 
stretch to the finish line on Avenida de las Americas.
 

Course Records
Race	 Gender	 Time	 Name	 Country	 Date
Marathon	 Men	 2:06:51	 Tariku Jafur	 ETH	 Jan. 15, 2012		
	 Women	 2:23:14 	 Alemitu Abera 	 ETH 	 Jan. 15, 2012
Half Marathon	 Men	 0:59:22	 Feyisa Lilesa	 ETH	 Jan. 15, 2012
	 Women	 1:08:26	 Belaynesh Olijira	 ETH 	 Jan. 15, 2012

2012 Champions
Race	 Gender	 Time	 Name	 Country	
Marathon	 Men	 2:06:51	 Tariku Jafur	 ETH
	 Women	 2:23:14 	 Alemitu Abera	 ETH 
Half Marathon	 Men	 0:59:22	 Feyisa Lilesa	 ETH
	 Women	 1:08:26	 Belaynesh Olijira	 ETH
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Fact Sheet (continued)

Bank of Texas Team Challenge
A fun, free program for registered participants in the marathon, half marathon and 5K! Participants can form teams 
of three to six runners to compete against each other. Teams are divided into four categories: marathon, half marathon, 
5K or mixed (including at least one participant in each of the three races). Awards are given to the top racing teams 
in each category and the overall winner receives the coveted “boot,” the popular team challenge traveling trophy.

Run for a Reason Charity Program
Connecting 30,000 runners with 60 nonprofit organizations, the Run for a Reason charity program provides an av-
enue for local nonprofits to raise awareness and funds through the event. In 2012, the program raised a record $2.3 
million for 57 charities, bringing the total tally to nearly $15 million in charitable donations in the programs 18-year 
history. Visit RunforaResaonHouston.org for additional information.

Ironman Sports Medicine Institute at Memorial Hermann EXPO
A free, two-day exposition open to the public, the EXPO annually attracts more than 55,000 runners and fitness 
enthusiasts. Attractions include seminars and demonstrations from hundreds of exhibitors as well as health and 
fitness information and tips, product samples, and merchandise. The EXPO is also the location of packet pick-up 
for all races. 

Location	 Date	 Hours of Operation
GRB, Hall E, 1st Floor	 Friday, Jan. 11	 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
	 Saturday, Jan. 12	 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Broadcast & Internet Streaming
KTRK-TV (ABC-13) will provide live coverage on race day from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and a same-day race recap 
special at 10:35 p.m. Races will be streamed live at abc13.com. 

Weather
Average start time temperature: 45° F	 Average finish time temperature: 60° F

Title Sponsors
Sponsor	 Event	
Chevron	 Marathon	
Aramco Services Company	 Half Marathon	
ABB	 5K	
Bank of Texas 	 Team challenge	
Memorial Hermann	 EXPO	

About Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon, and 5K. Over 250,000 participants, volunteers and 
spectators make Chevron Houston Marathon Race Day the largest single-day sporting event in Houston. Race 
Weekend generates over $50 million in economic impact for the region annually. In 2012, the Run For a Reason 
Charity Program raised a record $2.3 million and the HMC garnered Silver Certification from the Council of Respon-
sible Sport for industry-leading sustainability initiatives. Host to 12 U.S. Half Marathon Championships since 2005 
and the 1992 women’s Olympic Trials Marathon, HMC conducted the nationally-televised 2012 U.S. Olympic Trials 
Marathon, which featured men and women competing on the same course simultaneously for the first time, vying 
for the chance to represent Team U.S.A. at the 2012 Olympic Games.

More Info
HoustonMarathon.com
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Prize Purses
The 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Houston Half Marathon prize purses total $264,500, including a 
$40,000 first place payout for both the men’s and women’s champions at the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon. Prizes 
will be awarded to both men and women finishers in each of the following categories. Participants may claim all prizes 
for which they are eligible (e.g., open and masters). All athletes are eligible to win money in more than one category.

Marathon prize money  
(Equal for men and women)

First 	 $ 40,000
Second	 $ 20,000 
Third	 $ 10,000
Fourth	 $ 6,000 
Fifth	 $ 4,000
Sixth	 $ 3,000
Seventh	 $ 2,000

Course record bonus                                    $ 15,000

*MASTERS  (40+)
First 	 $1,500
Second	 $1,000 
Third	 $ 500

 

	 American Marathon prize money  
(Equal for men and women)

First	 $ 5,000
Second	 $ 2,500
Third	 $ 1,000
Fourth	 $ 500

Half Marathon prize money  
(Equal for men and women) 

First 	 $ 15,000
Second	 $ 10,000 
Third	 $ 5,000
Fourth	 $ 2,500 
Fifth	 $ 1,000

Course record bonus                                      $ 7,500

*MASTERS  (40+)
First	 $ 1,000

Men’s Half Marathon
World Record bonus                                     $ 50,000
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By the Numbers
47, 880,000 - Estimated number of calories that will be burned during the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon 
Race Weekend

250,000 - Number of cheering spectators who will line the 26.2 mile marathon course

60 -  Number of participating nonprofit organizations that will benefit from the 2012-2013 Run for a Reason 
charity program

8,537 -  Gallons of Lemon-Lime Endurance Formula Gatorade that will be consumed on race day

350,000 - Number of compostable paper cups that will be used at water stations along the course

80 - Number of emergency medical technicians and paramedics on bicycles ready to provide medical 
assistance on race day

1,575 - Number of traffic cones used by the City of Houston to divert traffic and mark the event courses

$16M - Number of dollars raised through the Run for a Reason charity program since 1995

59:43 - American half marathon record set in Houston by Ryan Hall in 2007

18,522 - Estimated number of bananas that will be eaten by runners at the post-race H-E-B breakfast
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Runner Pace Chart
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Number of Finishers by Year, Gender

Year Male Female Total

2012 4,819 2,795 7,614
2011 4,315 2,537 6,852
2010 3,911 2,376 6,287 
2009 3,480 1,869 5,349 
2008 3,469 2,050 5,519 
2007 3,294 2,009 5,303 
2006 3,423 1,991 5,414 
2005 3,706 2,012 5,718 
2004 3,533 1,820 5,353 
2003 3,127 1,586 4,713 
2002 2,835 1,409 4,244 
2001 2,732 1,212 3,944 
2000 2,975 1,429 4,404 
1999 3,013 1,356 4,369 
1998 3,108 1,351 4,459 
1997 3,040 1,250 4,290 
1996 3,205 1,156 4,361 
1995 3,401 1,009 4,410 
1994 3,102 819 3,921 
1993 2,791 733 3,524 
1992 3,054 735 3,789 
1991 3,130 668 3,798 
1990 2,633 604 3,237 
1989 2,657 538 3,195 
1988 2,557 516 3,073 
1987 2,405 444 2,849 
1986 2,228 392 2,620 
1985 1,593 297 1,890 
1984 1,817 276 2,093 
1983 1,820 240 2,060 
1982 1,632 229 1,861 
1981 2,137 271 2,408 
1980 1,318 148 1,466 
1979 1,105 68 1,173 
1978 546 27 573 
1977 278 18 296 
1976 136 9 145 
1975* 71 4 75 
1973 56 2 58 
1972 72 1 73 
Total 93,705 35,461 129,166 

Marathon
Year Male Female Total

2012 4,161 5,213 9,374 
2011 4,081 5,232 9,313
2010 4,186 5,732 9,918 
2009 3,546 4,788 8,334 
2008 3,379 4,847 8,226 
2007 2,882 3,975 6,857 
2006 3,288 4,063 7,351 
2005 3,106 3,626 6,732 
2004 2,658 2,549 5,207 
2003 1,920 2,070 3,990 
2002 1,386 1,289 2,675 
Total 34,593 43,384 77,977

Half Marathon

 * In 1974, the race moved from December to January.
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Race Day Temperatures

YEAR DATE LOW HIGH 

2012 Jan. 15 40 68
2011 Jan. 30 59 74
2010 Jan. 17 44 62
2009 Jan. 18 56 72
2008 Jan. 13 45 65

2007 Jan. 14 47 74
2006 Jan. 15 47 72
2005 Jan. 16 36 57
2004 Jan. 18 48 58
2003 Jan. 19 31 64
2002 Jan. 20 33 55
2001 Jan. 14 49 70
2000 Jan. 16 51 79
1999 Jan. 17 63 78
1998 Jan. 18 52 76
1997 Jan. 12 30 38
1996 Jan. 21 51 57
1995 Jan. 15 36 67
1994 Jan. 16 47 68
1993 Jan. 24 35 62
1992 Jan. 26 52 61
1991 Jan. 20 40 64
1990 Jan. 14 60 73
1989 Jan. 15 31 64
1988 Jan. 17 59 75
1987 Jan. 18 38 54
1986 Jan. 19 73 86
1985 Jan. 6 30 60
1984 Jan. 15 37 42
1983 Jan. 16 34 54
1982 Jan. 24 35 66
1981 Jan. 10 41 64
1980 Jan. 19 56 67
1979 Jan. 20 53 65
1978 Jan. 21 25 31
1977 Jan. 22 33 51
1976 Jan. 17 30 61
1975* Jan. 18 58 73
1973 Dec. 29 67 78
1972 Dec. 30 55 72

 * In 1974, the race moved from December to January.
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ABB 5K Discovery Green & Start Line Map
Saturday, January 12, 2013
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2012 Top 10 Open Finishers

No. Name Country Age Time

1 Tariku Jufar ETH 27 02:06:51
2 Debebe Tolassa ETH 31 02:07:41
3 Demssew Tsega ETH 23 02:11:13
4 Shawn Forrest AUS 28 02:14:37
5 Leonardo Camargo MEX 25 02:18:10
6 Simon Bairu USA 28 02:19:52
7 Samuel Kosgei KEN 27 02:21:05
8 Vasileios Pouliopoulos GRE 32 02:21:44
9 Jonnatan Morales MEX 31 02:23:16
10 Jose Munoz USA 27 02:25:21

Men

No. Name Country Age Time

1 Alemitu Abera ETH 26 02:23:14
2 Benita Willis AUS 31 02:28:24
3 Yihunlish Delelecha ETH 30 02:31:19 
4 Ava Hutchinson GBR 28 02:35:33
5 Zsofia Erdelyi HUN 24 02:36:56
6 Nuta Olaru USA 41 02:37:37
7 Holly Rush GBR 34 02:37:38
8 Gladys Ganiel GBR 34 02:40:56 
9 Shawna McClain USA 29 02:47:39
10 Ana Johnson USA 29 02:48:04

Women
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2012 Top 10 Masters Finishers

2012 Top Wheelchair Finishers

Place Name Home Age Time

1 Ramiro Bermudez USA (Houston, TX) 52 1:50:42

Men

Women
No female wheelchair participants competed in the 2012 Chevron Houston Marathon.

No. Name Country Age Time

1 Brian Pilcher USA 55 02:34:57
2 Tim Strand USA 44 02:35:38
3 Wilmer Bustillos USA 46 02:37:22
4 James McQuade USA 42 02:39:22
5 Roger Stevens USA 41 02:40:17
6 Brian Haskett USA 40 02:40:21
7 Michael Hewitt USA 42 02:40:23
8 John Hill USA 44 02:40:39
9 Bill Aronson USA 40 02:40:44
10 Peter Lawrence USA 40 02:41:58

Men

No. Name Country Age Time

1 Nuta Olaru USA 41 02:37:37
2 Corina Canitz USA 45 02:58:42
3 Stacy Juckett Chesnu CAN 45 02:58:42
4 Deeann Johnson USA 41 03:00:28
5 Claudia Spooner USA 41 03:01:53
6 Carolyn Thompson USA 43 03:02:55
7 Barbara Stoll USA 50 03:03:26
8 Samantha Cole USA 43 03:04:18
9 Laura Bennett USA 44 03:04:33
10 Angie Song-Rooney USA 44 03:06:32

Women
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Open Winners by Year

Year Name Time

2012 Tariku Jufar 2:06:51*
2011 Bekana Daba 2:07:04*
2010 Teshome Gelana 2:07:37
2009 Deriba Merga 2:07:52
2008 David Cheruiyot 2:12:32
2007 Feyisa Tusse 2:11:39
2006 David Cheruiyot 2:12:02
2005 David Cheruiyot 2:14:50
2004 Marek Jaroszewski 2:18:51
2003 Sean Wade 2:24:43
2002 Drew Prisner 2:28:43
2001 Christopher Ciamarra 2:29:27
2000 Stephen Ndungu 2:11:27
1999 Stephen Ndungu 2:14:56
1998 Stephen Ndungu 2:11:23
1997 Ake Eriksson 2:19:21
1996 Turbo Tumo 2:10:34
1995 Peter Fonseca 2:11:52
1994 Colin Moore 2:13:34
1993 Frank Bjorkli 2:13:21
1992 Filemon Lopez 2:13:12
1991 Carey Nelson 2:12:28
1990 Paul Pilkington 2:11:13
1989 Richard C. Kaitany 2:10:04
1988 Geir Kvernmo 2:11:44
1987 Derrick May 2:11:51
1986 Paul Cummings 2:11:31
1985 Marty Froelick 2:11:13
1984 Charlie Spedding 2:11:54
1983 Haliu Ebba 2:12:17
1982 Benji Durden 2:11:11
1981 Bill Rodgers 2:12:19
1980 Ron Tabb 2:13:36
1979 Tom Antczak 2:15:28
1978 Ron Tabb 2:17:15
1977 Clent Mericle 2:27:46
1976 Jeff Wells 2:17:46
1975 Clent Mericle 2:35:00

Juan Garza 2:35:00
1973 Juan Garza 2:37:47
1972 Danny Green 2:32:33

 

Men

 

Women
Year Name Time

2012 Alemitu Abera 2:23:14*
2011 Mamitu Daska 2:26:33
2010 Teyba Erkesso 2:23:53*
2009 Teyba Erkesso 2:24:18
2008 Dire Tune 2:24:40
2007 Dire Tune 2:26:52
2006 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova 2:32:25
2005 Kelly Keane 2:32:27
2004 Margarita Tapia 2:28:36
2003 Albina Gallyamova 2:42:37
2002 Becky Sondag 2:50:49
2001 Stacie Alboucrek 2:43:41
2000 Tatyana Pozdnyakova 2:32:24
1999 Tatyana Pozdnyakova 2:33:23
1998 Gwynneth Coogan 2:33:37• 
1997 Claudia Dreher 2:36:13
1996 Adriana Fernandez 2:31:59
1995 Tatyana Pozdnyakova 2:29:57
1994 Alevtina Naoumova 2:34:47
1993 Kristy Johnston 2:29:05
1992 Kimberley Webb 2:50:17+ 
1991 Veronique Marot 2:30:55
1990 Maria Trujillo 2:32:55
1989 Veronique Marot 2:30:16
1988 Linda Zeman 2:34:52
1987 Bente Moe 2:32:37
1986 Veronique Marot 2:31:33
1985 Sylvia Ruegger 2:28:36
1984 Ingrid Kristiansen 2:27:51
1983 Ingrid Kristiansen 2:33:27
1982 Laurie Binder 2:40:57
1981 Patti Catalano 2:35:27
1980 Vanessa Vajdos 2:44:45
1979 Sue Peterson 2:46:17
1978 Peggy Kokernot 3:01:54
1977 Dorothy Doolitte 3:00:34
1976 Marsha Johnson 3:37:04
1975 Dorothy Doolittle 3:31:24
1973 Nancy Laird 4:29:09
1972 Tanya Trantham 5:11:55

* Course and Texas Record
+ Year of U.S. Women’s Olympic Trials Marathon, qualifying top three U.S. women for the 1992 Olympic Team.  
   Top three were Janis Klecker, 2:30:12, Cathy O’Brien, 2:30:26, and Francie Larrieu Smith, 2:30:39.
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Masters Winners by Year

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Brian Pilcher USA 55 2:34:57
2011 David Cheruiyot KEN 40 2:24:07
2010 Sean Wade USA (Houston, TX) 43 2:33:23
2009 Wilmer Bustillos VEN 43 2:32:36
2008 John Hill USA (Kingwood, TX) 40 2:40:46
2007 Sean Wade USA (Houston, TX) 40 2:20:29
2006 Russell Boore USA (Hampton, IL) 44 2:34:06
2005 Joe Flores USA (Houston, TX) 45 2:35:03
2004 Gennady Temnikov USA (Gaithersburg, MD) 42 2:24:40
2003 Joe Flores USA (Houston, TX) 43 2:41:10
2002 Joe Flores USA (Houston, TX) 42 2:34:54
2001 John Zuilhof USA (Katy, TX) 41 2:41:26
2000 Petr Klimes CZE 41 2:22:09
1999 Andrey Kuznetsov RUS 41 2:19:56
1998 Andrey Kuznetsov RUS 40 2:16:45* 
1997 Yuri Mikhailov RUS 43 2:24:48
1996 Antoni Niemczak USA (Rochester, NY) 40 2:21:46
1995 Bob Schlau USA (Charleston, SC) 47 2:26:43
1994 Yuri Michailov RUS 40 2:20:34
1993 Leonid Mosseyev RUS 40 2:29:37
1992 Don Paul USA (San Francisco, CA) 41 2:26:56
1991 Luis Lopez CRC 41 2:18:59
1990 John Custy USA (CO) 2:28:07
1989 Kjell-Erik Stahl SWE 42 2:23:12
1988 Robert Schlau USA (Charleston, SC) 40 2:22:25
1987 Brian Scobie GBR 42 2:30:59
1986 Bruce Mortenson USA (Minnetonka, MN) 42 2:23:40
1985 William Johnston USA (Salt Lake City, UT) 47 2:35:20
1984 John Hobbs USA (Houston, TX) 42 2:37:48
1983 Mike Manley USA (Eugene, OR) 40 2:17:10
1982 Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 43 2:29:28
1981 Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 42 2:34:10
1980 Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 41 2:32:22
1979 Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 40 2:34:02
1978 Guy McFarland USA (Oxford, IA) 41 2:40:17
1977 John Ryan USA (Mesquite, TX) 44 2:51:37
1976 Joe Burns USA (New York, NY) 46 2:43:19
1975 Al Becken USA (San Antonio, TX) 46 2:49:24
1973 Al Becken USA (San Antonio, TX) 45 3:02:43
1972 Joe Burns USA (New York, NY) 43 2:46:47

Men

* Masters course record
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Masters Winners by Year (continued)

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Nuta Olaru USA 41 2:37:37
2011 Sheila Casey USA (Park Ridge, NJ) 41 2:51:42
2010 Heidy F Lozano USA (Houston, TX) 46 2:56:12
2009 Heidrun Diakoumopoulos GRE 40 2:59:00
2008 Tatiana Titova  RUS  42 2:44:57
2007 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova  USA (Gainesville, FL)  45 2:39:06
2006 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova USA (Gainesville,FL)  44 2:32:25
2005 Allison LeCompte (Willburn)  USA (Houston, TX)  44 3:00:13
2004 Mary Chute  USA (New Fairfield, CT)  44 2:53:52
2003 Barbara Stoll  USA (Houston, TX) 41 3:01:53
2002 Allison Willburn USA (Houston, TX)  41 3:03:19
2001 Miyo Chun  USA (Baton Rouge, LA)  41 3:10:31
2000 Tatyana Pozdnyakova  UKR  44 2:32:24*
1999 Tatyana Pozdnyakova  UKR  43 2:33:23
1998 Claudia Kasen  USA (San Antonio, TX)  40 2:49:48
1997 Marina Jones  USA (Rancho Santa Marga, CA) 44 2:59:21
1996 Elena Sipatova RUS 40 2:35:03
1995 Irina Bondarchuk RUS  42 2:40:28
1994 Irina Bondarchuk RUS  41 2:40:28
1993 Irina Bondarchuk RUS  40 2:49:47
1992 Nancy Prejean  USA (Deer Park, TX)  46 3:11:07
1991 Carol Virga  USA (Boca Raton, FL)  40 2:47:56
1990 Susan Havens USA (Olympia, WA)  42 2:59:09
1989 Susan Havens USA (Olympia, WA)  41 2:49:24
1988 Susan Havens USA (Olympia, WA)  40 2:52:03
1987 Evy Palm SWE 44 2:38:39
1986 Sharon Cooper  USA (Claremore, OK)  47 3:10:57
1985 Sharon Cooper  USA (Claremore, OK)  46 3:08:19
1984 Sharon Cooper  USA (Claremore, OK)  44 3:13:04
1983 Sylvia Quinn  USA (Spokane, WA)  46 3:14:18
1982 Mae Homs USA (Edina, MN) 47 3:28:43
1981 Kay Duplichan  USA  44 3:38:16
1980 Mary Cullen  USA (Houston, TX) 41 3:06:07
1979 Mary Cullen  USA (Houston, TX) 40 3:16:59
1978 Mary Anne McBrayer  USA (Houston, TX)  44 3:37:00
1977 Mary Anne McBrayer  USA (Houston, TX)  43 3:42:17
1976 Lida Askew  USA (Houston, TX) 49 3:48:22
1975 Lida Askew  USA (Houston, TX) 48 4:00:23
1973 Angie Trantham  USA (Houston, TX  4:57:12
1972 No winner     

Women

* Masters course record
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Wheelchair Winners by Year

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Ramiro Bermudez USA 52 1:50:42
2011 Ramiro Bermudez USA (Houston, TX) 51 1:59:03
2010 Saul Mendoza MEX 43 1:54:17
2009 Saul Mendoza  MEX 42 1:47:29
2008 Ramiro Bermudez  USA (Houston, TX)  48 1:40:03
2007 Saul Mendoza  MEX 40 1:53:04
2006 Saul Mendoza  MEX 38 1:43:11
2005 Saul Mendoza  MEX 37 1:44:41
2004 Saul Mendoza  MEX 36 1:52:28
2003 Ramiro Bermudez  USA (Houston, TX) 43 2:06:36
2002 Ramiro Bermudez  USA (Houston, TX) 42 2:01:19
2001 Ramiro Bermudez  USA (Houston, TX) 41 1:49:00
2000 Jan Mattern USA (Arlington, TX) 34 1:53:50
1999 Saul Mendoza MEX  33 1:38:28
1998 Jan Mattern  USA (Arlington, TX)  32 1:46:19
1997 Mustapha Badid  USA (McAllen, TX)  31 2:01:16
1996 Mustapha Badid  FRA 30 1:51:11
1995 Mustapha Badid  USA (Austin, TX) 29 1:47:22
1994 Jan Mattern  USA (Arlington, TX)  28 1:48:20
1993 Mustapha Badid USA (Austin, TX) 27 1:47:03
1992 Bill Duff  USA (Houston, TX) 29 1:56:16
1991 Kenneth Carnes  USA (Morningside, MD)  34 1:42:32
1990 Laverne Achenbach  USA (Birmingham, AL)  47 1:50:38
1989 Bob Molinatti  USA (Huntington Beach, CA)  30 2:07:04
1988 John Anderson  USA (Houston, TX)  34 2:06:15
1987 Robert Courtney  USA (Houston, TX)  27 2:11:39
1986 Laverne Achenbach  USA (Birmingham, AL)  43 2:06:21
1985 Randy Snow  USA (Euless, TX) 25 2:19:26
1984 Laverne Achenbach  USA (Houston, TX) 41 2:15:44
1983 Laverne Achenbach  USA (Houston, TX)  40 2:28:00

Men

Year Name Country Age Time

2008 Holly Koester USA (Cleveland, OH) 48 3:33:30
2007 Holly Koester USA (Cleveland, OH) 47 3:20:00
2005 Holly Koester USA (Cleveland, OH) 45 3:23:37
1999 Jean Driscoll USA (Champaign, IL) 32 2:04:20
1998 Julia Wallace USA (Roswell, GA) 33 2:04:38
1996 Jean Driscoll USA (Champaign, IL) 29 2:12:20
1995 Jean Driscoll USA (Champaign, IL) 28 1:59:41
1994 Ann Applewhite USA (Houston, TX) 35 4:08:37
1993 Patty Durkin USA (Euless, TX) 32 3:36:35
1992 Patty Durkin USA (Euless, TX) 31 3:20:36
1991 Patty Durkin USA (Amarillo, TX) 30 2:38:57
1990 Maria Hill Propper USA (Gretna, LA) 33 3:00:38
1988 Maria Hill USA (Harvey, LA) 32 2:39:41
1986 Stacie Norman USA (Spring, TX)  2:35:31

Women

 NOTE: Years not listed indicate that there were no wheelchair participants.  
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Top 10 Non-American Performances

Top 10 American Performances
Men
No. Name State Time Place Date
1 Brett Gotcher AZ 2:10:36 1 Jan. 17, 2010
2 Benji Durden CO   2:11:12 1 Jan. 24, 1982  
3 Paul Pilkington UT   2:11:13  1 Jan. 14, 1990  
4 Marty Froelick CO   2:11:14 1 Jan. 06, 1985  
5 Nicholas Arciniaga AZ 2:11:30 2 Jan. 30, 2011
6 Paul Cummings UT   2:11:32 1 Jan. 19, 1986  
7 Mark Finucane TN  2:11:55  3 Jan. 15, 1984  
8 Don Janicki CO   2:11:58  3 Jan. 15, 1989  
9 John Wellerding KY  2:12:06  4 Jan. 15, 1984  
10 Bill Rodgers MA   2:12:19 1 Jan. 10, 1981  

Women
No. Name State Time Place Date
1 Kristy Johnston WV   2:29:05 1 Jan. 24, 1993  
2 Stephanie Rothstein AZ 2:29:35 3 Jan. 30, 2011
3 Janice Klecker MN   2:30:12  1 Jan. 26, 1992  
4 Cathy O’Brien NH  2:30:26  2 Jan. 26, 1992  
5 Francie Larrieu TX   2:30:39 3 Jan. 26, 1992  
6 Kelly Keane TX   2:32:27 1 Jan. 16, 2005  
7 Kim Jones WA   2:32:31  2 Jan. 15, 1989  
8 Paige Higgins AZ 2:33:22 4 Jan. 17, 2010
9 Lisa Rainsberger KS  2:33:32  4 Jan. 26, 1992  
10 Laurie Binder CA  2:33:36  2 Jan. 16, 1983  

Men
No. Name State Time Place Date
1 Tariku Jufar ETH 2:06:51 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Bekana Daba ETH 2:07:04 1 Jan. 30, 2011
3 Teshome Gelana ETH 2:07:37 1 Jan. 17, 2010
4 Debebe Tolassa ETH 2:07:41 2 Jan. 15, 2012
5 Deriba Merga ETH 2:07:52 1 Jan. 18, 2009
6 Zembaba Yigeze ETH 2:08:27 2 Jan. 17, 2010
7 Jason Mbote KEN 2:08:58 3 Jan. 17, 2010
8 Hussan Adelo ETH 2:09:09 4 Jan. 17, 2010
9 Charles Kibiwott Seronei KEN 2:09:10 5 Jan. 17, 2010
10 Vincent Kiplagat KEN 2:09:22 6 Jan. 17, 2010

Women
No. Name State Time Place Date
1 Alemitu Abera ETH 02:23:14 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Teyba Erkesso ETH 02:23:53 1 Jan. 17, 2010
3 Teyba Erkesso ETH 02:24:18 1 Jan. 18, 2009
4 Dire Tune ETH 02:24:40 1 Jan. 13, 2008
5 Mamitu Daska ETH 02:26:33 1 Jan. 30, 2011
6 Dire Tune ETH 02:26:52 1 Jan. 14, 2007
7 Nuta Olaru ROM 02:27:25 2 Jan. 18, 2009
8 Ingrid Kristiansen NOR 02:27:34 1 Jan. 15, 1984
9 Ashu Kasim ETH 02:27:47 2 Jan. 30, 2011
10 Benita Willis AUS 02:28:24 2 Jan. 15, 2012

*Course and state record
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Top 25 All-Time Men’s Performances
No. Name Country Time Place Date
1 Tariku Jufar ETH 02:06:51 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Bekana Daba ETH 02:07:04 1 Jan. 30, 2011
3 Teshome Gelana ETH 02:07:37 1 Jan. 17, 2010
4 Debebe Tolassa ETH 02:07:41 2 Jan. 15, 2012
5 Deriba Merga ETH 02:07:52 1 Jan. 18, 2009
6 Zembaba Yigeze ETH 02:08:27 2 Jan. 17, 2010
7 Jason Mbote KEN 02:08:58 3 Jan. 17, 2010
8 Hussan Adelo ETH 02:09:09 4 Jan. 17, 2010
9 Charles Kibiwott Seronei KEN 02:09:10 5 Jan. 17, 2010
10 Vincent Kiplagat KEN 02:09:22 6 Jan. 17, 2010
11 Richard Kaitany KEN 02:10:04 1 Jan. 15, 1989
12 Turbo Tumo ETH 02:10:34 1 Jan. 21, 1996
13 Steve Brace WAL 02:10:35 2 Jan. 21, 1996
14 Brett Gotcher USA 02:10:36 7 Jan. 17, 2010
15 Leonid Shvestov RUS 02:10:52 3 Jan. 21, 1996
16 Sean Wade NZL 02:10:59 4 Jan. 21, 1996
17 Benji Durden USA 02:11:12 1 Jan. 24, 1982
18 Paul Pilkington USA 02:11:13 1 Jan. 14, 1990
19 Marty Froelick USA 02:11:14 1 Jan. 06, 1985
20 Osmiro daSilva BRA 02:11:18 5 Jan. 21, 1996
21 Stephen Ndungu KEN 02:11:23 1 Jan. 18, 1998
22 Stephen Ndungu KEN 02:11:28 1 Jan. 16, 2000
23 Nicholas Arciniaga USA 02:11:30 2 Jan. 30, 2011
24 Paul Cummings USA 02:11:32 1 Jan. 19, 1986
25 Benson Cheruiyot KEN 02:11:33 2 Jan. 18, 2009
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Top 25 All-Time Women’s Performances
No. Name Country Time Place Date

1 Alemitu Abera ETH 02:23:14 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Teyba Erkesso ETH 02:23:53 1 Jan. 17, 2010
3 Teyba Erkesso ETH 02:24:18 1 Jan. 18, 2009
4 Dire Tune ETH 02:24:40 1 Jan. 13, 2008
5 Mamitu Daska ETH 02:26:33 1 Jan. 30, 2011
6 Dire Tune ETH 02:26:52 1 Jan. 14, 2007
7 Nuta Olaru ROM 02:27:25 2 Jan. 18, 2009
8 Ingrid Kristiansen NOR 02:27:34 1 Jan. 15, 1984
9 Ashu Kasim ETH 02:27:47 2 Jan. 30, 2011
10 Benita Willis AUS 02:28:24 2 Jan. 15, 2012
11 Margarita Tapia MEX 02:28:36 1 Jan. 18, 2004
12 Silvia Ruegger CAN 02:28:26 1 Jan. 06, 1985
13 Margarita Plaksina RUS 02:28:44 2 Jan. 17, 2010
14 Kristy Johnston USA 02:29:05 1 Jan. 24, 1993
15 Jacqueline Gareau CAN 02:29:32 2 Jan. 06, 1985
16 Stephanie Rothstein USA 02:29:35 3 Jan. 30, 2011
17 Tatiana Pozdnyakova UKR 02:29:57 1 Jan. 15, 1995
18 Janice Klecker USA 02:30:12 1 Jan. 26, 1992
19 Beata Rakonczai HUN 02:30:14 2 Jan. 14, 2007
20 Veronique Marot ENG 02:30:16 1 Jan. 15, 1989
21 Cathy O’Brien USA 02:30:26 2 Jan. 26, 1992
22 Francie Larrieu USA 02:30:39 3 Jan. 26, 1992
23 Lioudmila Kortchaguina CAN 02:30:43 3 Jan. 18, 2009
24 Veronique Marot ENG 02:30:55 1 Jan. 20, 1991
25 Alemitu Abera ETH 02:31:01 3 Jan. 17, 2010
26 Albina Gallyamova RUS 02:31:15 2 Jan. 24, 1993



MARATHON RESULTS & RECORDS MARATHON RESULTS & RECORDS

26     2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Media Guide ChevronHoustonMarathon.com                 27

Course Record Progression

Name Country Age Time Date
Tariku Jufar ETH 27 2:06:51 Jan. 15, 2012
Bekana Daba ETH 22 2:07:04 Jan. 30, 2011
Teshome Gelana ETH 25 2:07:37 Jan. 17, 2010
Deriba Merga ETH 28 2:07:52 Jan. 18, 2009
Richard Kaitany KEN 32 2:10:04 Jan. 15, 1989
Benji Durden USA (Stone Mountain, GA) 30 2:11:11 Jan. 24, 1982
Bill Rodgers USA (Boston, MA) 33 2:12:19 Jan. 10, 1981
Ron Tabb USA (Houston, TX) 25 2:13:36 Jan. 19, 1980
Tom Antczak USA (LaCrosse, WI) 28 2:15:28 Jan. 20, 1979
Rob Tabb USA (Houston, TX) 23 2:17:15 Jan. 21, 1978
Jeff Wells USA (Houston, TX) 21 2:17:46 Jan. 17, 1976
Danny Green USA (Houston, TX) 24 2:32:33 Dec. 30, 1972

 
Men

Name Country Age Time Date
Alemitu Abera ETH 26 2:23:14 Jan. 15, 2012
Teyba Erkesso ETH 27 2:23:53 Jan. 17, 2010
Teyba Erkesso ETH 26 2:24:18 Jan. 18, 2009
Dire Tune ETH 22 2:24:40 Jan. 13, 2008
Dire Tune ETH 21 2:26:52 Jan. 14, 2007
Ingrid Kristiansen NOR 27 2:27:51 Jan. 15, 1984
Ingrid Kristiansen NOR 26 2:33:27 Jan. 16, 1983
Patti Catalano USA (West Roxbury, MA) 27 2:35:27 Jan. 10, 1981
Vanessa Vajdos USA (Houston, TX) 28 2:44:45 Jan. 19, 1980
Sue Peterson USA (Laguna Beach, CA) 34 2:46:17 Jan. 20, 1979
Dorothy Doolittle USA (Austin, TX) 30 3:00:34 Jan. 22, 1977
Dorothy Doolittle USA (Houston, TX) 28 3:31:24 Jan. 18, 1975
Nancy Laird USA (Houston, TX) 32 4:29:09 Dec. 29, 1973
Tanya Trantham USA (Houston, TX) 14 5:11:55 Dec. 30, 1972

Women

Name Country Age Time Date
Andrey Kuznetsov RUS 40 2:16:45 Jan. 18, 1998
Mike Manley USA (Eugene, OR) 40 2:17:10 Jan. 16, 1983
Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 43 2:29:28 Jan. 24, 1982
Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 41 2:32:22 Jan. 19, 1980
Tom Mayfield USA (San Angelo, TX) 40 2:34:02 Jan. 20, 1979
Guy McFarland USA (Oxford, IA) 41 2:40:17 Jan. 21, 1978
Joe Burns USA (New York, NY) 46 2:43:19 Jan. 17, 1976
Joe Burns USA (New York, NY) 43 2:46:47 Dec. 30, 1972

Masters Men

Name Country Age Time Date
Tatyana Pozdnyakova UKR 44 2:32:24 Jan. 16, 2000
Tatyana Pozdnyakova UKR 43 2:33:23 Jan. 17, 1999
Elena Sipatova RUS 40 2:35:03 Jan. 21, 1996
Evy Palm SWE 44 2:38:39 Jan. 18, 1987
Mary Cullen USA (Houston, TX) 41 3:06:07 Jan. 19, 1980
Mary Cullen USA (Houston, TX) 40 3:16:59 Jan. 20, 1979
Mary Anne McBrayer USA (Houston, TX) 44 3:37:00 Jan. 21, 1978
Mary Anne McBrayer USA (Houston, TX) 43 3:42:17 Jan. 22, 1977
Lida Askew USA (Houston, TX) 49 3:48:22 Jan. 17, 1976
Lida Askew USA (Houston, TX) 48 4:00:23 Jan. 18, 1975
Angie Trantham USA (Houston, TX) 4:57:12 Dec. 29, 1973

Masters Women
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Margins of Victory 
Men
Year Winner Winning Margin Second Place

2012 Tariku Jufar 00:50 Debebe Tolassa
2011 Bekana Daba 04:26 Nicholas Arciniaga
2010 Teshmone Gelana 00:50 Zembaba Yigeze
2009 Deriba Merga 03:41 Benson Cheruiyot  
2008 David Cheruiyot 00:15 Kasime Adilo  
2007 Feyisa Tusse 02:17 Mikhail Khobotov  
2006 David Cheruiyot 00:08 Wesly Ngetich  
2005 David Cheruiyot 00:26 Andrej Naumov  
2004 Marek Jaroszewski  00:39  Kim Hillard  
2003 Sean Wade  00:59 Lambros Zaragas  
2002 Drew Prisner  01:40 Joshua Urban  
2001 Christopher Ciamarra  08:29  James Lawrence  
2000 Stephen Ndungu 02:29  Sammy Maritim  
1999 Stephen Ndungu 00:09 Sammy Maritim  
1998 Stephen Ndungu  02:14  Sammy Maritim  
1997 Ake Eriksson  02:11  Shaun Creighton  
1996 Turbo Tumo  00:01  Steve Brace  
1995 Peter Fonseca  00:04  Terje Naess  
1994 Colin Moore  00:19 Peter Fonseca  
1993 Frank Bjorkli 02:48  Sean Wade  
1992 Filemon Lopez  00:51  Michael Heilmann  
1991 Carey Nelson  00:12  Martin Vrabel  
1990 Paul Pilkington 01:55  Allan Zacheriasen  
1989 Richard Kaitany 01:32  Kenny Stuart  
1988 Geir Kvernmo  00:06  Salvador Garcia  
1987 Derrick May  00:15  Geir Kvernmo  
1986 Paul Cummings  00:08  David Edge  
1985 Marty Froelick  00:30 Sam Ngatia  
1984 Charlie Spedding “lean”  Massimo Magnani  
1983 Haliu Ebba  00:03  Benji Durden  
1982 Benji Durden  01:31  Dick Beardsley  
1981 Bill Rodgers  00:30 Dick Beardsley  
1980 Ron Tabb 01:08  Chris Stewart  
1979 Tom Antczak 00:53 Scott Eden  
1978 Ron Tabb  05:49  David Odom  
1977 Clent Mericle  00:15  Chuck Jewell  
1976 Jeff Wells  08:29 John Lodwick  
1975 Clent Mericle    

Juan Garza  02:30  Charles Bernick  

1973 Juan Garza  03:00 Dennis Manske  
1972 Danny Green  01:20 Clyde Villemez, Jr.  
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Margins of Victory (continued) 
Women
Year Winner Winning Margin Second Place

2012 Alemitu Abera 05:10 Benita Willis
2011 Mamitu Daska 01:14 Ashu Kasim
2010 Teyba Erkesso 04:51 Margarita Plaksina
2009 Teyba Erkesso 03:07 Nuta Olaru  
2008 Dire Tune  10:58  Worknesh Tola  
2007 Dire Tune  03:22  Beata Rakonczai  
2006 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova 00:31 Nicole Stevenson  
2005 Kelly Keane 02:58 Wioletta Kryza  
2004 Margarita Tapia  05:01  Nicole Stevenson  
2003 Albina Gallyamova 02:53  Madeline Tormoen  
2002 Becky Sondag 05:18  Kathryn Scarborough  
2001 Stacie Alboucrek  12:12  Joy Smith  
2000 Tatiana Pozdnyakova  00:43  Zinaida Semenova  
1999 Tatiana Pozdnyakova  03:00  Zinaida Semenova  
1998 Gwynneth Coogan 02:07 Kim Jones  
1997 Claudia Dreher 03:24 Betsy Kempter  
1996 Adriana Fernandez  00:30 Loma Guadalupe  
1995 Tatiana Pozdnyakova  04:16 Suzanna Ciric  
1994 Alevtina Noaumova  00:22  Tatiana Pozdnyakova  
1993 Kristy Johnston 02:10  Albina Galliamova  
1992 Kimberley Webb 04:05  Sandy Lovejoy  
1992* Janis Klecker  00:14 Cathy O’Brien  
1991 Veronique Marot  02:03  Dorthe Rasmussen  
1990 Maria Trujillo 01:54 Kerstin Presslet  
1989 Veronique Marot 02:15  Kim Jones  
1988 Linda Zeman  01:05  Sissel Grottenberg  
1987 Bente Moe 03:00  Veronique Marot  
1986 Veronique Marot 02:03  Francie Larrieu Smith  
1985 Silvia Ruegger  00:56 Jacqueline Gareau  
1984 Ingrid Kristiansen  09:10 Jenny Spangler  
1983 Ingrid Kristiansen  00:09  Laurie Binder  
1982 Laurie Binder 02:05  Kathleen Molitor  
1981 Patti Catalano  00:04  Laurie Binder  
1980 Vanessa Vajdos  00:01 Donna Burge  
1979 Sue Petersen  08:00  Donna Burge  
1978 Peggy Kokernot 07:07 Dusty Burke  
1977 Dorothy Doolittle  15:02  Mary Glenny  
1976 Marsha Johnson  09:08  Annabelle Corboy  
1975 Dorothy Doolittle  28:59 Lida Askew  
1973 Nancy Laird 28:03  Angie Trantham  
1972 Tanya Trantham  00:00 Only competitor  

* U.S. Olympic Women’s Marathon Trials 
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Multiple Houston Marathon Winners
Men Women
Year Name Time

2008 David Cheruiyot  2:12:32

2006 David Cheruiyot  2:12:02

2005 David Cheruiyot  2:14:50

2000 Stephen Ndungu  2:11:27

1999 Stephen Ndungu  2:14:56

1998 Stephen Ndungu  2:11:23

1980 Ron Tabb  2:13:36

1978 Ron Tabb  2:17:15

1977 Clent Mericle  2:27:46

1975 Clent Mericle  2:35:00

1975 Juan Garza  2:35:00

1973 Juan Garza  2:37:47

Year Name Time

2010 Teyba Erkesso 2:23:53*

2009 Teyba Erkesso 2:24:18*

2008 Dire Tune  2:24:40*  

2007 Dire Tune  2:26:52*  

2000 Tatyana Pozdnyakova  2:32:24

1999 Tatyana Pozdnyakova  2:33:23

1995 Tatyana Pozdnyakova  2:29:57

1991 Veronique Marot  2:30:55

1989 Veronique Marot  2:30:16

1986 Veronique Marot  2:31:33

1984 Ingrid Kristiansen  2:27:51

1983 Ingrid Kristiansen  2:33:27

1977 Dorothy Doolittle  3:00:34

1975 Dorothy Doolittle  3:31:24

Masters Men Masters Women
Year Name Time

2005 Joe Flores  2:35:03

2003 Joe Flores  2:41:10

2002 Joe Flores  2:34:54

1999 Andrey Kuznetsov  2:19:56

1998 Andrey Kuznetsov  2:16:45* 

1997 Yuri Mikhailov  2:24:48

1994 Yuri Mikhailov  2:20:34

1995 Robert Schlau  2:26:43

1988 Robert Schlau  2:22:25

1982 Tom Mayfield  2:29:28

1981 Tom Mayfield  2:34:10

1980 Tom Mayfield  2:32:22

1979 Tom Mayfield  2:34:02

1975 Al Becken  2:49:24

1973 Al Becken  3:02:43

1976 Joe Burns  2:43:19

1972 Joe Burns  2:46:47

Year Name Time

2007 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova 2:39:06

2006 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova   2:32:25

2000 Tatyana Pozdnyakova 2:32:24* 

1999 Tatyana Pozdnyakova 2:33:23

1995 Irina Bondarchuk 2:40:28

1994 Irina Bondarchuk   2:40:28

1993 Irina Bondarchuk 2:49:47

1990 Susan Havens  2:59:09

1989 Susan Havens 2:49:24

1988 Susan Havens 2:52:03

1986 Sharon Cooper 3:10:57

1985 Sharon Cooper  3:08:19

1984 Sharon Cooper 3:13:04

1980 Mary Cullen 3:06:07

1979 Mary Cullen 3:16:59

1978 Mary Anne McBrayer 3:37:00

1977 Mary Anne McBrayer 3:42:17

1976 Lida Askew   3:48:22

1975 Lida Askew 4:00:23* Course record
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2012 Top 10 Open Finishers

Men

Place Name Home Age Time
1 Belaynesh Oljira ETH 21 01:08:26 
2 Caroline Kilel KEN 30 01:08:28 
3 Belainesh Gebre ETH 24 01:08:51 
4 Hellen Jemutai KEN 30 01:12:06 
5 Kebelush Haile ETH 25 01:13:02 
6 Kellyn Johnson USA 25 01:13:11 
7 Trina Painter USA 45 01:16:38 
8 Janet Collar USA 39 01:18:39 
9 Kate Vaughan USA 27 01:18:44 
10 Angela Spadafino USA 24 01:19:02

Place Name Home Age Time
1 Feyisa Lilesa ETH 21 00:59:22 
2 Tilahun Regassa ETH 21 01:01:28 
3 Scott Bauhs USA 25 01:01:30 
4 Luke Puskedra USA 21 01:01:36 
5 Jonathan Grey USA 23 01:02:25 
6 Scott Smith USA 25 01:03:18 
7 Matthew Llano USA 23 01:03:26 
8 Lee Troop USA 38 01:05:02 
9 Thomas Frazer USA 30 01:06:37 
10 Steve Soprano USA 24 01:07:53

Women
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2012 Top 10 Masters Finishers

2012 Top Wheelchair Finishers

Year Name Home Age Time

2012 Courtney Washer USA 32 02:46:04

Men

Women

No. Name Country Age Time
1 Sean Wade USA 45 01:09:54
2 Alan Newton USA 49 01:11:25
3 Jason Glowney USA 41 01:14:19
4 Daniel Miller USA 49 01:14:39
5 Tim Meigs USA 45 01:14:42
6 Norm Larson USA 56 01:15:21
7 Paul Giannobile USA 52 01:16:11
8 Timothy Vandervlugt USA 46 01:16:17
9 Neal Gassmann USA 44 01:16:29
10 Bob Flajnik USA 44 01:16:44

No. Name Country Age Time
1 Trina Painter USA 45 01:16:38
2 Holly Hagerman USA 43 01:20:51
3 Verity Breen USA 45 01:21:03
4 Magdalena Visser USA 43 01:21:22
5 Stacey Chamberlain USA 40 01:22:03
6 Susan Nuzum USA 45 01:26:50
7 Natalie Tanner USA 50 01:28:40
8 Ashley Grosse USA 43 01:28:42
9 Peggy Conlon USA 44 01:28:54
10 Tellie Cobos USA 43 01:28:58

Men

Women

No male wheelchair participants competed in the 2012 Chevron Houston Marathon.
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Open Winners by Year

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Feyisa Lilesa ETH 21 0:59:22*
2011 Jeffery Eggleston USA (Flagstaff, AZ) 26 1:08:26
2010 Antonio Vega USA (St. Paul, MN) 26 1:01:54
2009 Meb Keflezighi USA (San Diego, CA) 33 1:01:25
2008 James Carney USA (Lafayette, CO) 29 1:02:21
2007 Ryan Hall USA (Mammoth Lakes, CA) 24 0:59:43**
2006 Nicodemus Malakwen KEN 24 1:02:07
2005 Julius Kibet KEN 22 1:03:17
2004 Gilbert Koech USA (Albuquerque, NM) 23 1:03:08
2003 Scott Strand USA (Birmingham, AL) 34 1:05:13
2002 Justin Chaston USA (Houston, TX) 33 1:08:42

Men

* Course record
** American record, course record

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Belaynesh Oljira ETH 21 1:08:26*
2011 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 46 1:16:19
2010 Shalane Flanagan USA (Portland, OR) 28 1:09:41*
2009 Magdalena Boulet USA (Oakland, CA) 35 1:11:47
2008 Kate O'Neill USA (Palo Alto, CA) 27 1:11:57
2007 Elva Dryer USA (Gunnison, CO) 35 1:11:42
2006 Asmae Leghzaoui MOR 29 1:11:53
2005 Olga Romanova RUS 24 1:12:36
2004 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 39 1:10:55
2003 Beth Old USA (Douglasville, GA) 28 1:17:03
2002 Christy Nielsen-Crotta USA (Fort Worth, TX) 26 1:21:37

Women
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Masters Winners by Year

Wheelchair Winners by Year

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Sean Wade USA 45 1:09:54
2011 Mario Delgado USA (Mesquite, TX) 40 1:11:59
2010 Darren De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 44 1:12:37
2009 Sean Wade USA (Houston, TX) 42 1:07:09
2008 Sean Wade USA (Houston, TX) 41 1:07:43
2007 Simon Gutierrez USA (Alamosa, CO) 40 1:11:13
2006 Martin Rodriguez-Flores MEX 40 1:06:55*
2005 William Moore USA (Dallas, TX) 43 1:10:48
2004 William Moore USA (Dallas, TX) 42 1:09:43
2003 William Moore USA (Dallas, TX) 41 1:10:30
2002 Chris Jaggers USA (Yorba Linda, CA) 40 1:15:57

Men

* Masters course record

Year Name Country Age Time

2012 Trina Painter USA 45 1:16:38
2011 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 46 1:16:19
2010 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 45 1:16:28
2009 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 44 1:12:14*
2008 Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 43 1:14:55
2007 Trina Painter USA (Flagstaff, AZ) 40 1:19:29
2006 Bonnie Jo Barron USA (Houston, TX) 44 1:28:30
2005 Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova RUS 43 1:13:26
2004 Linda Somers Smith USA (San Luis Obispo, CA) 42 1:17:58
2003 Carole Smith USA (Mosspoint, MO) 48 1:27:53
2002 Doris Windsand-Dausman USA (W. Richland, WA) 45 1:27:44

Women

Year* Name Home Age Time

2011 Hildebrando Botero Houston, TX 46 1:04:46
2010 Kevin Saunders Houston, TX 54 1:48:07
2009 Hildebrando Botero Houston, TX 44 1:08:04
2008 Kevin Saunders Houston, TX 52 1:34:29
2007 John Sage Houston, TX 28 1:16:52
2006 Ramiro Bermudez Houston, TX 46 0:59:54
2005 Ramiro Bermudez Houston, TX 45 1:03:20
2004 Ramiro Bermudez Houston, TX 44 1:16:41
2002 R. Joe Miller Arlington, TX 28 1:41:40

Men

* Unlisted years indicate that there were no wheelchair participants.  

Year* Name Home Age Time

2012 Courtney Washer Sherman, TX 32 2:46:04
2011 Courtney Washer Sherman, TX 31 3:08:15
2003 Kerri Morgan St. Louis, MO 28 2:39:24

Women
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Top 25 All-Time Men’s Performances

No. Name Country Time Place Date

1. Feyisa Lilesa ETH 00:59:22* 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2. Ryan Hall USA 00:59:43 1 Jan. 14, 2007
3. Meb Keflezighi USA 01:01:25 1 Jan. 18, 2009
4. Tilahun Regassa ETH 01:01:28 2 Jan. 15, 2012
5. Scott Bauhs USA 01:01:30 3 Jan. 15, 2012
6. Dathan Ritzenhein USA 01:01:35 2 Jan. 18, 2009
7. Luke Puskedra USA 01:01:36 4 Jan. 15, 2012
8. Antonio Vega USA 01:01:54 1 Jan. 17, 2010
9. Patrick Smyth USA 01:02:01 2 Jan. 17, 2010
10. Brent Vaughn USA 01:02:04 3 Jan. 17, 2010
11. Nicodemus Malakwen KEN 01:02:07 1 Jan. 15, 2006
12. Brett Gotcher USA 01:02:09 3 Jan. 18, 2009
13. Tim Nelson USA 01:02:11 4 Jan. 17, 2010
14. Fasil Bizunesh USA 01:02:20 2 Jan. 14, 2007
15. James Carney USA 01:02:21 1 Jan. 13, 2008
15. Andrew Carlson USA 01:02:21 4 Jan. 18, 2009
16. Meb Keflezighi USA 01:02:22 3 Jan. 14, 2007
17. Jonathan Grey USA 01:02:25 5 Jan. 15, 2012
18. Stephen Shay USA 01:02:26 5 Jan. 17, 2010
19. Jason Lehmkule USA 01:02:32 2 Jan. 13, 2008
20. Brian Sell USA 01:02:36 5 Jan. 18, 2009
21. Brian Sell USA 01:02:39 2 Jan. 15, 2006
22. Fasil Bizunesh USA 01:02:40 6 Jan. 18, 2009
23. Andrew Carlson USA 01:02:44 4 Jan. 14, 2007
24. Jason Lehmkuhle USA 01:02:51 5 Jan. 14, 2007
25. Joshua Moen USA 01:02:53 6 Jan. 17, 2010

* Course and American record
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No. Name Country Time Place Date

1. Belaynesh Oljira ETH 01:08:26* 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2. Caroline Kilel KEN 01:08:28 2 Jan. 15, 2012
3. Belainesh Gebre ETH 01:08:51 3 Jan. 15, 2012
4. Shalane Flanagan USA 01:09:41 1 Jan. 17, 2010
5. Serena Burla USA 01:10:08 2 Jan. 17, 2010
6. Colleen De Reuck USA 01:10:55 1 Jan. 18, 2004
7. Amy Hastings USA 01:11:19 3 Jan. 17, 2010
8. Sylvia Mosqueda USA 01:11:31 2 Jan. 18, 2004
9. Elva Dryer USA 01:11:42 1 Jan. 14, 2007
10. Kate O’Neill USA 01:11:47 2 Jan. 14, 2007
10. Magdalena Boulet USA 01:11:47 1 Jan. 18, 2009
11. Renne Baillie USA 01:11:51 4 Jan. 17, 2010
12. Asme Leghzaoui MOR 01:11:56 1 Jan. 15, 2006
13. Kate O’Neill USA 01:11:57 1 Jan. 13, 2008
14. Kelly Jaske USA 01:12:06 2 Jan. 18, 2009
14. Hellen Jemutai KEN 01:12:06 4 Jan. 15, 2012
15. Dorota Gruca POL 01:12:08 2 Jan. 15, 2006
16. Desiree Davila USA 01:12:10 2 Jan. 13, 2008
17. Colleen De Reuck USA 01:12:14 3 Jan. 18, 2009
18. Serena Burla USA 01:12:22 3 Jan. 18, 2008
18. Magdalena Boulet USA 01:12:22 5 Jan. 17, 2010
19. Desiree Davila USA 01:22:23 4 Jan. 18, 2009
20. Emily Samoei USA 01:12:29 3 Jan. 18, 2004
21. Nicole Aish USA 01:12:30 4 Jan. 13, 2008
22. Amy Rudolph USA 01:12:34 5 Jan. 18, 2009
23. Olga Romanova RUS 01:12:36 1 Jan. 16, 2005
24. Melissa White USA 01:12:38 6 Jan. 18, 2009
25. Kristen Nicolini USA 01:12:41 7 Jan. 18, 2009

Top 25 All-Time Women’s Performances

* Course record
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Top 10 American Performances 

No. Name Home Time Place Date

1 Ryan Hall Mammoth Lakes, CA 0:59:43** 1 Jan. 14, 2007
2 Meb Keflezighi San Diego, CA 1:01:25 1 Jan. 18, 2009
3 Scott Bauhs Mammoth Lakes, CA 01:01:30 3 Jan, 15, 2012
4 Dathan Ritzenhein Eugene, OR 1:01:35 2 Jan. 18, 2009
5 Luke Puskedra Eugene, OR 01:01:36 4 Jan. 15, 2012
6 Antonio Vega St. Paul, AZ 1:01:54 1 Jan. 17, 2010
7 Patrick Smyth Salt Lake City, UT 1:02:01 2 Jan. 17, 2010
8 Brent Vaughn Black Hawk, CO 1:02:04 3 Jan. 17, 2010
9 Brett Gotcher Flagstaff, AZ 1:02:09 3 Jan. 18, 2009
10 Tim Nelson Portland, OR 1:02:11 4 Jan. 17, 2010

Men

No. Name Home Time Place Date

1 Shalane Flanagan Portland, OR 1:09:41* 1 Jan. 17, 2010
2 Serena Burla Ellisville, MO 1:10:08 2 Jan. 17, 2010
3 Colleen De Reuck Boulder, CO 1:10:55 1 Jan. 18, 2004
4 Amy Hastings Mammoth Lakes, CA 1:11:19 3 Jan. 17, 2010
5 Sylvia Mosqueda Los Angeles, CA 1:11:31 2 Jan. 18, 2004
6 Elva Dryer Gunnison, CO 1:11:42 1 Jan. 14, 2007
7 Kate O'Neill Milton, MA 1:11:47 2 Jan. 14, 2007

Magdalena Boulet Oakland, CA 1:11:47 1 Jan. 18, 2009
8 Renee Metivier Baillie Boulder, CO 1:11:51 4 Jan. 17, 2010
9 Kate O'Neill Palo Alto, CA 1:11:57 1 Jan. 13, 2008
10 Kelly Jaske Portland, OR 1:12:06 2 Jan. 18, 2009

Women

* Course record
** American record, course record
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Top 10 Non-American Performances

No. Name Country Time Place Date

1 Feyisa Lilesa ETH 00:59:22 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Tilahun Regassa ETH 01:01:28 2 Jan. 15, 2012
3 Nicodermus Malakwen KEN 01:02:07 1 Jan. 15, 2006
4 Gilbert Koech KEN 01:03:08 1 Jan. 18, 2004
5 Julius Kibet KEN 01:03:17 1 Jan. 16, 2005
6 Joshua Kemei KEN 01:03:20 6 Jan. 15, 2006
7 Jussi Ultriainen FIN 01:03:45 3 Jan. 18, 2004
8 Paul Ngeny KEN 01:03:53 8 Jan. 15, 2006
9 Dylan Wykes CAN 01:03:54 9 Jan. 13, 2008
10 Mindaugas Pukstas LTU 01:04:11 9 Jan. 15, 2006

Men

No. Name Country Time Place Date

1 Belaynesh Oljira ETH 01:08:26 1 Jan. 15, 2012
2 Caroline Kilel KEN 01:08:28 2 Jan. 15, 2012
3 Belainesh Gebre ETH 01:08:51 3 Jan. 15, 2012
4 Asme Leghzaoui MOR 01:11:56 1 Jan. 15, 2006
5 Hellen Jemutai KEN 01:12:06 4 Jan. 15, 2012

6 Dorota Gruca POL 01:12:08 2 Jan. 15, 2006

7 Olga Romanova RUS 01:12:36 1 Jan. 16, 2005
8 Adriana Pirtea ROM 01:12:45 3 Jan. 15, 2006
9 Nuta Olaru ROM 01:12:49 4 Jan. 15, 2006
10 Lioudmila Kortchaguina RUS 01:12:55 2 Jan. 16, 2005

Women
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Top American Performances by Year

Year Name Home Time Place

2012 Scott Bauhs Mammoth Lakes, CA 1:01:30 3

2011 Jeffery Eggleston Flagstaff, AZ 1:08:26 1

Mohamed Trafeh Duarte, CA 1:02:17+ 1

2010 Antonio Vega St. Paul, MN 1:01:54 1
2009 Meb Keflezighi San Diego, CA 1:01:25 1
2008 James Carney Lafayette, CO 1:02:21 1
2007 Ryan Hall Mammoth Lakes, CA 0:59:43** 1
2006 Brian Sell Rochester Hills, MI 1:02:39 2
2005 Dan Browne Beaverton, OR 1:03:56 2
2004 Dan Browne Beaverton, OR 1:03:09 2
2003 Scott Strand Birmingham, AL 1:05:13 1
2002 Gannon White Houston, TX 1:10:17 2

Men

Year Name Home Time Place

2012 Kellyn Johnson Flagstaff, AZ 1:13:11 6
2011 Colleen De Reuck Boulder, CO 1:16:19 1

Jen Rhines Mammoth Lakes 1:11:14+ 1

2010 Shalane Flanagan Portland, OR 1:09:41* 1
2009 Magdalena Boulet Oakland, CA 1:11:47 1
2008 Kate O’Neill Palo Alto, CA 1:11:57 1
2007 Elva Dryer Gunnison, CO 1:11:42 1
2006 Jen Rhines Gray, TN 1:13:29 5
2005 Colleen De Reuck Boulder, CO 1:14:05 5
2004 Colleen De Reuck Boulder, CO 1:10:55 1
2003 Beth Old Douglasville, GA 1:17:03 1
2002 Christy Nielsen-Crotta Fort Worth, TX 1:21:37 1

Women

* Course record
** American record, course record
+ USA Half Marathon Championships
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Course Record Progression 

Name Country Age Time Date

Feyisa Lilesa ETH 21 0:59:22 Jan. 15, 2012

Ryan Hall USA (Mammoth Lakes, CA) 24 0:59:43* Jan. 14, 2007
Nicodemus Malakwen KEN 24 1:02:07 Jan. 15, 2006
Gilbert Koech USA (Albuquerque, NM) 23 1:03:08 Jan. 18, 2004
Scott Strand USA (Birmingham, AL) 34 1:05:13 Jan. 19, 2003
Justin Chaston USA (Houston, TX) 33 1:08:42 Jan. 20, 2002

Men

Name Country Age Time Date

Belaynesh Oljira ETH 21 1:08:26 Jan. 15, 2012
Shalane Flanagan USA (Portland, OR) 28 1:09:41 Jan. 17, 2010
Colleen De Reuck USA (Boulder, CO) 39 1:10:55 Jan. 18, 2004
Beth Old USA (Douglasville, GA) 28 1:17:03 Jan. 19, 2003
Christy Nielsen-Crotta USA (Fort Worth, TX) 26 1:21:37 Jan. 20, 2002

Women

Name Country Age Time Date

Martin Rodriguez-Flores MEX 40 1:06:55 Jan. 15, 2006
William Moore USA (Dallas, TX) 42 1:09:43 Jan. 18, 2004
William Moore USA (Dallas, TX) 41 1:10:30 Jan. 19, 2003
Chris Jaggers USA (Yorba Linda, CA) 40 1:15:57 Jan. 20, 2002

 

Masters Men

Name Country Age Time Date

Firaya Sultanova-Zhdanova RUS 43 1:13:26 Jan. 16, 2005

Linda Somers Smith USA (San Luis Obispo, CA) 42 1:17:58 Jan. 18, 2004

Doris Windsand-Dausman USA (W. Richland, WA) 45 1:27:44 Jan. 20, 2002

Masters Women

* American record
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Margins of Victory
Men
Year Winner Winning Margin Runner-up

2012 Feyisa Lilesa 2:06 Tilahun Regassa
2011 Jeffery Eggleston 3:30 Luis A. Armenteros
2010 Antonio Vega 0:07 Patrick Smyth
2009 Meb Keflezighi 0:10 Dathan Ritzenhein
2008 James Carney 0:11 Jason Lehmkuhle
2007 Ryan Hall 2:37 Fasil Bizuneh
2006 Nicodemus Malakwen 0:32 Brian Sell
2005 Julius Kibet 0:39 Dan Browne
2004 Gilbert Koech 0:01 Dan Browne
2003 Scott Strand 2:44 Sammy Nyamongo
2002 Justin Chaston 1:35 Gannon White

Women
Year Winner Winning Margin Runner-up

2012 Belaynesh Oljira 0:02 Caroline Kilel
2011 Colleen De Reuck 2:31 Leah Thorvilson
2010 Shalane Flanagan 0:27 Serena Burla
2009 Magdelena Boulet 0:19 Kelly Jaske
2008 Kate O'Neill 0:13 Desiree Davila
2007 Elva Dryer 0:05 Kate O'Neill
2006 Asmae Leghzaoui 0:13 Dorota Gruca
2005 Olga Romanova 0:19 Lioudmila Kortchaguina
2004 Colleen De Reuck 0:36 Sylvia Mosqueda
2003 Beth Old 1:46 Jackie Rzepecki
2002 Christy Nielson-Crotta 1:50 Karina Quesada
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Crossing the finish line of the Chevron Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon or ABB 5K is a well-

deserved reward for the hard work runners endure while training for their race. By participating in the Run for a 

Reason charity program, that hard work does more than get runners to the finish line; it offers help and hope to 

the thousands of people who benefit from the charities in the program. 

Linking runners with 60 participating non-profits, the Run for a Reason program provides an avenue for race 

participants, individuals and organizations to collect donations on behalf of an official charity. In addition, the 

program offers a platform for charities to raise awareness and educate others about their important cause. 

Last year, the Run for a Reason program raised more than $2.3 million for 57 charities, and to-date has surpassed 

$16 million raised for local nonprofits since its inception in 1995. Prizes are awarded to the top fundraisers based 

on total number of dollars raised. 

For additional information about the Run for a Reason charity program, visit RunforaReasonHouston.org.

Ready, Set, Run for a Reason!

Year Fundraising Total

2012 $2,300,000

2011 $2,086,000

2010 $1,777,000 

2009 $1,100,000 

2008 $1,334,000 

2007 $893,000 

2006 $695,000 

2005 $795,000 

2004 $786,000 

2003 $678,000 

2002 $543,000 

2001 $450,000 

2000 $362,000 

1999 $281,249 

1998 $244,846 

1997 $230,156 

1996 $138,045 

1995 $63,255 

Total $14,696,551 

Run for a Reason Fundraising Totals
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Official 2011-2012 Run For A Reason Charities

3 “A” Bereavement Foundation

ALS Association Texas Chapter

Alzheimer’s Association, Houston & Southeast Texas 

Chapter

American Heart Association

Asha for Education

Avondale House

Bering Omega Community Services

Best Buddies Texas

Bo’s Place

Buffalo Bayou Partnership

C Different Foundation

The Cade R. Alpard Foundation for  
Pediatric Liver Disease

CanCare, Inc.

Child Advocates, Inc.

Citizens For Animal Protection 

Covenant House Texas

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Down Syndrome Association Of Houston

Elves & More

Epilepsy Foundation of Texas

ESCAPE Family Resource Center

Houston Area Parkinson Society

Houston Area Women’s Center

Houston Center for Literacy

Houston Food Bank

Houston Marathon Foundation

Houston SPCA

The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Living Water International

Lupus Foundation of America, Texas Gulf Coast Chapter

Marathon Kids

Memorial Hermann Foundation

Memorial Park Conservancy

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Neighborhood Centers, Inc.

Neuhaus Education Center

Open Door Mission

Organization for Autism Research

Palmer Drug Abuse Program

Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy

The Parish School

Pink Ribbons Project

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services

REACH Unlimited

Ronald McDonald House Houston

San Jose Clinic

SEARCH Homeless Services

Sheltering Arms Senior Services

Snowdrop Foundation

Spaulding for Children

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Sunshine Kids Foundation

Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, Houston Affiliate

Texas Center for the Missing

The Todd Krampitz Foundation

Vanessa’s Big Heart Foundation

The Women’s Home

YES Prep Public Schools

Young Texans Against Cancer
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Sidewalk Squad
Chevron Houston Marathon’s Corporate Charity Sponsorship Program

The Sidewalk Squad corporate sponsorship program is an exciting opportunity for local businesses, organizations 
and groups to be an integral part of Houston’s largest single-day sporting event while supporting a charity with a 
tax-deductible donation.

The Sidewalk Squad program supports the Chevron Houston Marathon’s Run for a Reason charity program, an annual 
fundraising drive that allows runners, individuals and organizations to utilize our races as a vehicle to raise funds for 
charitable causes. In addition, the program offers a platform for charities to raise awareness and educate others 
about their cause.

2011-2012 SIDEWALK SQUAD SPONSORS

Devon Energy 
Corporation

Sheltering Arms 
Senior Services

Massage Envy
National Multiple
Sclerosis Society

ABB 
Ronald McDonald
House Houston 

BASF
Houston Food Bank

Cameron
Ronald McDonald
House Houston 

Bank of Houston
YES Prep Public 

Schools

Chevron
Houston Food Bank

Dew Point Control
Presbyterian Children’s 

Homes & Services

El Paso Corporation
SEARCH Homeless

Services

Save Our Boy Foundation
Parent Project

Muscular Dystrophy

Schlumberger
Parent Project

Muscular Dystrophy

Woodforest National Bank
Houston Food Bank

Tenaris
Buffalo Bayou Partnership

Universal Pegasus
St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital

Insperity
The Parish School

KBR
Child Advocates, Inc.

Wartsila N.A., Inc.
Houston Area 

Parkinson Society

Williams
CanCare, Inc.

Anonymous
Presbyterian Children's

Homes & Services

 
NEED UPDATED LOGOS
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Houston Marathon Foundation

About Us

The Houston Marathon Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3), Texas not-for-profit organization. All donations to the 
Foundation are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Founded in 2006 and activated in 2007, the Foundation’s 
goal is to promote health, fitness and personal achievement through running locally as well as nationally. More than 
$350,000 has been donated since its inception.

Our Mission

The mission of the Houston Marathon Foundation is to support the advancement of running as an element of a 
balanced, healthy lifestyle in the Houston community and nationally. The Houston Marathon Foundation will support 
people, projects and ideas that promote an understanding of, access to, and/or participation in running as part of 
a physical fitness regimen. The Houston Marathon Foundation will also provide grants for innovative thinking and 
research in the creation of running-related programs that will lead to effective community-based health initiatives.

Beneficiaries

•	 Center for High Altitude Training
•	 Chavez High School Running Program
•	 Eastwood Academy Running Program
•	 Girls on the Run: HOUSTON
•	 HARRA
•	 Katy Kids
•	 Marathon Kids
•	 Memorial Park Conservancy
•	 Pilgrim Academy Running Program
•	 Sam Rayburn High School Running Program
•	 TEAM USA Arizona
•	 Texas Children’s Hospital
•	 USATF

To learn more about the Houston Marathon Foundation or how to make a donation, please contact us at  
foundation@houstonmarathon.com.
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Houston Marathon Committee

MEET OUR STAFF

Board of Directors 
Brant Kotch
President/Executive Committee 

John Cianca M.D.
Vice President/Executive Committee 

Maddie Bunch
Executive Committee 

Charlie Bass
Treasurer 

Alton Milrany
Secretary

David Chester 

Denny Morse

Susan Poorman-Blackie

Staff
Carly Caulfield  
Director, Operations

Sarah Gee  
Coordinator, Communications & Administration

Kimberly Hall 
Director, Run for a Reason Charitable Program & EXPO

Steven Karpas 
Managing Director, Business Development & Marketing

Erin McGowan 
Director, Legal Affairs & Participant Services

Alexandria Monroe 
Assistant, Volunteer Services

Wade Morehead 
Executive Director

Vicky Oddi 
Manager, Communications

Amanda Sandoval 
Manager, Registration & Accommodations

Lauren Smith 
Manager, Volunteer & Support Services

Kristin Wolters 
Manager, Venue Operations
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Meet our Sponsors

Chevron Corporation is one of the world’s leading integrated energy companies, with subsidiaries that conduct 
business worldwide. The company’s success is driven by the ingenuity and commitment of approximately 62,000 
employees who operate across the energy spectrum. Chevron explores for, produces and transports crude oil 
and natural gas; refines, markets and distributes transportation fuels and other energy products; manufactures 
and sells petrochemical products; generates power and produces geothermal energy; provides energy efficiency 
solutions; and develops the energy resources of the future, including biofuels and other renewables.

Houston is home to approximately 10,000 Chevron employees and contractors and headquarters for many of our 
most important business operations. In addition, Chevron is a leading corporate contributor to the quality of life 
in the Houston community through our support of many local charitable initiatives. The company is proud to be 
title sponsor of the Chevron Houston Marathon.

Chevron is based in San Ramon, Calif. More information about Chevron is available at www.chevron.com.

Aramco Services Company is the U.S.-based subsidiary of the world’s leading oil producing and exporting 
company, the Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Saudi Aramco). Established in 1950 in New York City, Aramco Services 
operates as a vital link between Saudi Aramco and North America to help facilitate the safe and reliable delivery 
of energy to customers around the globe.

Aramco Services provides a wide range of support to Saudi Aramco. Key services include recruiting professionals 
for careers in Saudi Arabia; procuring, inspecting and shipping materials and equipment to Saudi Aramco; 
providing engineering support for mega projects and other operations; and administering career development 
and other training programs for Saudi Aramco-sponsored students and employees in North America. Additionally, 
Aramco Services provides business management services and support for Saudi Aramco project teams operating 
in North America; and identifies upstream technologies, best practices and potential technology partners for  
Saudi Aramco.

The company also provides information technology, financial services and marine-vessel services to Saudi 
Aramco and its affiliates; provides benefits administration to retirees worldwide; publishes company-sponsored 
magazines; and manages Saudi Aramco exhibits at energy-industry trade shows.

Aramco Services moved to Houston in 1974, joining other industry leaders to further strengthen the city’s unique 
position as the energy capital of the world. In addition to its Houston headquarters, Aramco Services maintains 
an office in Washington, D.C., to collect data on oil markets, governmental policies and economic trends.

To learn more about Aramco Services, please visit www.aramcoservices.com.
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Meet our Sponsors

Bank of Texas is an active and longtime supporter of the Houston Marathon and we are proud to be its Official 
Bank and Team Challenge sponsor.

With a proven record of commitment to serving our clients, Bank of Texas has remained fiscally fit over the course 
of its history. Our philosophy is simple – offer the best products and personalized service in combination with 
local decision makers who understand both business and individual needs. The focus is on you and building 
proactive and responsive partnerships that succeed. That’s why our clients choose Bank of Texas for our strong 
focus on fostering long-term relationships and providing best-in-class service.

As part of BOK Financial, a $27 billion financial services company, Bank of Texas is an integral division within a 
100-year-old organization and the 21st largest US-based publicly traded bank holding company (ticker: BOKF). 
We are proud to say that we were the largest commercial bank in the US to decline Troubled Asset Relief Plan 
(TARP) funds.

Our banking professionals work with clients in a variety of industries and offer a wide range of services, including 
commercial banking, wealth management, treasury and foreign exchange services, equipment leasing, mortgage 
and consumer banking. Bank of Texas also offers specialized financial solutions to several niche industries such 
as health care banking, maritime finance, commercial real estate and energy banking as our parent company has 
been a leader in energy lending for more than a century. At the end of the day, Bank of Texas works hard to be our 
clients’ bank of choice and strives to be a reliable, reputable and responsible corporate citizen.

After all, achieving financial success isn’t a sprint – it’s a marathon.

For more information, please visit Bank of Texas at www.bankoftexas.com

ABB (www.abb.com) is a global leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and industry 
customers to improve their performance while lowering environmental impact. ABB operates in more than 100 
countries and has offices in most of those countries to give its global and local customers the support they need 
to develop and conduct their business successfully.

ABB has a large and growing presence in Houston and its surrounding communities. Houston is home to over 600 
employees of ABB and its wholly owned Ventyx and Baldor companies. Though globally headquartered in Zurich, 
Switzerland, ABB is proud to be an integral part of the Houston business community.

For more information, please visit ABB at www.abb.com
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Meet our Sponsors

H-E-B was founded in Kerrville, Texas in 1905 with a single grocery store. For more than 100 years, H-E-B 
has been an innovative retailer known for low prices, fresh food, quality products and convenient services.  
The company has grown to more than 300 stores in Texas and Northern Mexico with more than 70,000 employees. 
It conducts a wide range of efforts geared toward helping the community and the environment. H-E-B is one of 
the largest food chains in the United States, with annual sales more than $15 billion, and is the largest privately 
held company in Texas. For more information, please visit www.heb.com.

Under Armour® (NYSE: UA) is a leading developer, marketer, and distributor of branded performance apparel, 
footwear, and accessories. The brand’s moisture-wicking synthetic fabrications are engineered in many different 
designs and styles for wear in nearly every climate to provide a performance alternative to traditional natural 
fiber products. The Company’s products are sold worldwide and worn by athletes at all levels, from youth to 
professional, on playing fields around the globe. The Under Armour global headquarters is in Baltimore, Maryland, 
with European headquarters in Amsterdam’s Olympic Stadium, and additional offices in Denver, Hong Kong, 
Toronto, and Guangzhou, China.

For further information, please visit the Company’s website at www.underarmour.com

Headquartered in Englewood, CO., Sports Authority is one of the nation’s largest full-line sporting goods retailer, 
offering a comprehensive and high-quality assortment of brand name sporting apparel and equipment at 
competitive prices.

Sports Authority is staffed with experts in areas of sports and fitness related topics, and strives to be the ultimate 
“authority,” both on and off the field. Whether in the game or cheering from the sidelines, Sports Authority is the 
leading destination for consumers to fulfill their own sports equipment needs, as well as find their favorite team’s 
apparel.

For further information, please visit the Company¹s website at www.sportsauthority.com.



STAFF & SPONSORS

54     2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Media Guide ChevronHoustonMarathon.com                 55

Meet our Sponsors

Memorial Hermann has long been a recognized leader in the prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of orthopedic 
injuries and disorders. Anchored by the Ironman Sports Medicine Institute, Memorial Hermann helps every athlete 
– recreational or professional – stay in the game and achieve a higher level of performance. Specialty trained 
sports medicine physicians and staff deliver a comprehensive range of services including injury prevention, 
performance improvement programs, orthopedic care and rehabilitation, customized to the individual needs and 
goals of every athlete.

For more information on the Ironman Sports Medicine Institute at Memorial Hermann, please visit ironman.
memorialhermann.org  or call 713.704.2200.

Nissan is excited to be a proud partner of the Houston Marathon. Our commitment to running is reinforced through 
the Nissan Innovation for Endurance program and our partnership with various running events including ING New 
York City Marathon, Boston Marathon, Miami Marathon, Marine Corps Marathon, Country Music Marathon & 
1/2, NYRR Fifth Avenue Mile, and BolderBoulder. Our six year involvement with the Innovation for Endurance 
community brings our fans a whole new take on performance by surfacing the best innovations and innovators 
in running, cycling, and fitness from across the country. Be sure to check out training videos and tips from our 
Innovators at facebook.com/innovationforendurance, and while you’re there enter for your chance to win a Nissan 
car or one of our weekly prizes.

Learn more at facebook.com/innovationforendurance!
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Silver Eagle Distributors, headquartered in Houston, Texas, is the nation’s largest distributor of Anheuser-Busch 
products. Founded in 1961, the company currently operates five branches, which are located in Houston, Cypress, 
Rosenberg, Conroe and San Antonio, along with two depots in Carrizo Springs and Del Rio.

Over the years, the company has expanded its portfolio of products to include the Grupo Modelo family of beers 
such as Corona and Negro Modelo and a vast selection of microbrews and craft brands, including Saint Arnold’s, 
Sam Adams and Sierra Nevada. Today, Silver Eagle’s portfolio includes more than 160 different products, 
including domestic, import and craft beers, flavored beverages, energy drinks and Icelandic bottled water.

Silver Eagle employs more than 1,100 employees and serves close to 11,000 accounts throughout 16 counties in 
Texas.

Meet our Sponsors

The Gatorade Company is proud to be the Official Sports Nutritional Beverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon, 
fueling runners with G SERIES PRO(TM) products.

Grounded in years of hydration and sports nutrition research, G SERIES PRO (TM) complex blend of fuel, fluids 
and nutrition runners need before, during and after training and competition. On the course, G SERIES PRO 
(TM) 02 Perform Endurance Formula contains a specialized electrolyte and carbohydrate blend designed for 
use for endurance sports. Scientifically formulated to help replace the fluids and electrolytes lost during longer 
workouts, it delivers twice the sodium and three times the potassium per -fluid oz serving of regular Gatorade 
Thirst Quencher.

Remember, athletes need to figure out what nutrition works best for them, so it is best to train with what they 
will use for race day. To purchase G SERIES PRO(TM) products for training, visit Luke’s Locker and other sports 
specialty retail stores.

More information about Gatorade is available at www.gatorade.com.
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Meet our Sponsors

Celebrating 125 years of service, King & Spalding is an international law firm with more than 800 lawyers in offices 
across the United States, Europe, the Middle East and Asia. The firm represents half of the Fortune 100 and is 
consistently listed in Corporate Counsel annual law firm surveys for its total number of representations of those 
companies.

King & Spalding opened the Houston office in 1995 at the request of a major client. Since then, the office has 
served dozens of clients in litigation and transactional matters, growing as a direct result of client demand to more 
than 100 lawyers in the state of Texas.

For additional information, please visit www.kslaw.com.

Clif Bar & Company is a leading maker of nutritious, all-natural, organic foods and drinks, including CLIF® BAR 
energy bar, CLIF SHOT® Energy Gel, and CLIF SHOT BLOKS.

Focused on sports nutrition and healthy snacks, the employee and family-owned company is committed to 
sustaining its business, brands, people, community and the planet. CLIF SHOT takes a streamlined approach 
to performance nutrition – delivering only what your body needs most while training and racing. Our organic 
ingredients help provide clean essential energy and hydration, plus fast muscle recovery. Clif Bar is proud to be 
the Official Performance Nutrition Sponsor, Energy Bar, Energy Gel, and Energy Chew of the Chevron Houston 
Marathon.

For more information, please visit us at www.clifbar.com

Philips is one of the world’s leading technology companies, with a long history of practical innovation and 
visionary design. In healthcare, we are committed to understanding the human and technological needs of 
patients and caregivers. We believe this understanding will help us deliver solutions that not only enable more 
confident diagnoses and more efficient delivery of care, but also improve the overall experience of care. We offer 
equipment, software, and services for imaging, patient monitoring, resuscitation and much more.

People focused. Healthcare simplified. www.philips.com/healthcare 800-934-7372.
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Waste Management, Inc., based in Houston, Texas, is the leading provider of comprehensive waste management 
services in North America. Through its subsidiaries, the company provides collection, transfer, recycling and 
resource recovery, and disposal services. It is also a leading developer, operator and owner of waste-to-
energy and landfill gas-to-energy facilities in the United States. The company’s customers include residential, 
commercial, industrial, and municipal customers throughout North America. 

To learn more information about Waste Management visit www.wm.com or www.thinkgreen.com.

A local government corporation formed in 2011, Houston First manages more than 10 city-owned buildings and 
properties and underground and surface parking for nearly 7,000 vehicles. These facilities include the Hilton 
Americas-Houston hotel, George R. Brown Convention Center, Jones Hall for the Performing Arts, Wortham 
Theater Center, Houston Center for the Arts, Talento Bilingue de Houston, Miller Outdoor Theatre, Houston 
First Outdoors (which includes Jones Plaza and other smaller venues) and Theater District Parking. Houston 
First is responsible for the day-to-day maintenance, licensing and operation of these properties as the sites of 
conventions, trade shows and theatrical performances that enrich the lives of Houstonians.

For more information on Houston First, visit www.Houstonfirst.com

As the world leader in delivering innovation in communications, mobility, information and entertainment, Verizon 
provides superior broadband, video and other wireless and wireline services to consumers, businesses, 
governments and wholesale customers across the globe. We operate America’s fastest 4G wireless network and 
provide services over America’s most advanced fiber-optic network. In addition, we deliver integrated business 
solutions to customers in more than 150 countries, including all of the Fortune 500. 

For more information on Verizon, visit www.Verizon.com

Meet our Sponsors
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Eury to be inducted into Houston Marathon Hall of Fame

HOUSTON, TX (November 27, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee announced on Tuesday the election of 
Houston Marathon Veteran and local civic leader Bob Eury into the Houston Marathon Hall of Fame. Eury will be 
honored by the Houston Marathon Committee on November 29 at the 2013 Hall of Fame Reception.

“For 30 years, Bob Eury has been a great friend of and tireless advocate for the Houston Marathon Committee, 
giving generously of his time and offering wise counsel to our leadership,” said Brant Kotch, President of the HMC 
Board of Directors. “No civic leader cares more deeply for the city of Houston than Bob, and our organization 
has been fortunate enough to benefit time and again from Bob’s vision, commitment and selflessness. As if that 
weren’t enough, Bob has been and continues to be an accomplished runner who will be running his thirtieth Houston 
Marathon in January 2013. Our organization is thrilled to be able to welcome such a distinguished, deserving and 
downright energetic individual into our Hall of Fame.”

Bob Eury’s commitment to the Houston Marathon began almost 30 years ago when he ran his first marathon in 
1984. Since then, he has run 29 consecutive races in Houston, making the 2013 edition of the Houston Marathon his 
30th-consecutive run at this event. He currently serves as the President of Central Houston, Inc. and is the Executive 
Director of the Downtown Management District. Eury recently served as volunteer Chairman of the Houston Host 
Committee comprised of civic leaders. Under his guidance, Houston became the first city to host both the men’s and 
women’s U.S. Olympic Team Trials - Marathon on the same course at the same time.

“I am humbled and honored to be recognized by the Houston Marathon Committee, organizer of remarkable racing 
events in every detail,” Eury said. “Through three decades of collaboration with the Committee, I continue to respect 
its vision, leadership, marvelous volunteers, generosity and unwavering commitment to produce the best run racing 
events in the world. As a race participant and a civic leader, I am deeply grateful for the impact that the Marathon 
has had on the sport of running, the health of our community’s citizens and many wonderful charities. I look forward 
to our continued relationship for many years to come as the Marathon and related events continue to grow and 
prosper.”

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Over the past 40 years, countless people have contributed to the success and growth of the Houston Marathon, from 
industry and community leaders to humanitarians, athletes and volunteers. To recognize these individuals for their 
dedication and service to this great event and the sport of running, the Houston Marathon Committee established 
the Houston Marathon Hall of Fame in 2007.

For more information about the Houston Marathon Hall of Fame, visit http://www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com/
Marathon/HallOfFame.cfm. 

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com
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Sponsors return to Chevron Houston Marathon  
Race Weekend

Bank of Texas signs on as Team Challenge title sponsor

HOUSTON, TX (November 14, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee is excited to announce the return of 
sponsors Nissan, HEB, Waste Management, Memorial Hermann, Under Armour, Sports Authority and King & 
Spalding to the January 11-13, 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Race Weekend.

“Through the generous support of our sponsors, our event continues to grow in popularity and has become a 
favorite racing destination for thousands of runners world-wide,” said Steven Karpas, Managing Director of Business 
Development and Marketing for the Houston Marathon Committee. “Having numerous corporate partners commit to 
multi-year agreements further illustrates the value our event provides them.”

The Houston Marathon Committee also announced on Wednesday the addition of Bank of Texas, the new title 
sponsor of the Team Challenge, for the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Race Weekend. The Bank of Texas Team 
Challenge is held in conjunction with the Chevron Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon and ABB 5K 
on January 12-13, 2013.

Promoting fitness and fundraising, the Bank of Texas Team Challenge is a free, exciting opportunity for registered 
participants in the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon and ABB 5K to create teams to 
compete against each other. There are four types of teams: all marathon participants, all half marathon participants, 
all 5K participants or mixed category (at least one runner from each of the three events: marathon, half marathon 
and 5K).

Bank of Texas is an active and longtime supporter of the Houston Marathon Committee. As a division of BOK 
Financial, a $27 billion regional financial services company, Bank of Texas provides commercial banking, wealth 
management, treasury and foreign exchange services, equipment leasing, mortgage and consumer banking and 
offers specialized financial solutions to niche industries such as health care banking, maritime finance, commercial 
real estate and energy banking.

Race weekend annually attracts over 250,000 spectators, volunteers, and participants and generates more than $50 
million in economic impact for the region. In 2012, runners raised a record $2.3 million dollars for 57 charities, and the 
races were awarded with a Silver Certification from the Council of Responsible Sport for excellence in sustainability 
and waste management.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon, and 5K. Over 250,000 participants, volunteers and 
spectators make Chevron Houston Marathon Race Day the largest single-day sporting event in Houston. Race 
Weekend generates over $50 million in economic impact for the region annually. In 2012, the Run For a Reason Charity 
Program raised a record $2.3 million and the HMC garnered Silver Certification from the Council of Responsible 
Sport for industry-leading sustainability initiatives. Host to 12 U.S. Half Marathon Championships since 2005 and the 
1992 women’s Olympic Trials Marathon, HMC conducted the nationally-televised 2012 U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon, 
which featured men and women competing on the same course simultaneously for the first time, vying for the chance 
to represent Team U.S.A. at the 2012 Olympic Games.

For more information, visit www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com or call 713.957.3453. 

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com
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Record prize purse announced for 2013 Chevron Houston 
Marathon Race Weekend

HOUSTON, TX (October 26, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee announced on Friday that the 2013 Chevron 
Houston Marathon & Aramco Houston Half Marathon will award the largest prize purse in the event’s history. A total 
of $264,500 in prize money will be awarded on race weekend, including a $40,000 first place payout for both the 
men’s and women’s champions at the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon.

In addition, there will be a $50,000 bonus should the world record fall in the men’s half marathon. The current world 
record of 58:23 was set by Zersenay Tadese in 2010, while the current course record for the Aramco Houston Half 
Marathon of 59:22 was set by Feyisa Lilesa last year. There’s also a course record bonus of $15,000 for the marathon 
and $7,500 for the half marathon.

Along with a significant increase over last year’s total purse, this year will feature the addition of American prize money 
in the marathon, supported by MarathonGuide.com. Both the Houston Marathon Committee and MarathonGuide.
com are excited to announce this new opportunity to support and promote American distance running.
“Elite performances at our races over the last six years, including Ryan Hall’s American Record, have been a boon to 
the popularity of our event and have broadened its appeal beyond the traditional running community,” stated Brant 
Kotch, President of the HMC Board of Directors. “We are thankful of the support for our elite program that Chevron 
and Aramco have displayed, and we are excited to welcome MarathonGuide.com on board with its contribution of 
funds earmarked for American elites.”

There will be guaranteed prize money to the first four male and female American finishers, including $5,000 to the top 
Americans. All athletes are eligible to win money in more than one category.

“MarathonGuide.com has a history of supporting American athletes and marathons,” said John Elliott, MarathonGuide.
com Founder and President. “We are proud to have this opportunity to work with the Chevron Houston Marathon to 
enhance the prize purse and encourage more American athletes to compete in what is one of the best and fastest 
marathons in the USA.”

Marathon prize money (Equal for men and women)
1 - $40,000
2 - $20,000
3 - $10,000
4 - $6,000
5 - $4,000
6 - $3,000
7 - $2,000

Course record bonus - $15,000

*Masters (40+)
1 - $1,500
2 - $1,000
3 - $500

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com
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Record prize purse announced for 2013 Chevron Houston 
Marathon Race Weekend (continued)

American Marathon prize money (Equal for men and women)
1 - $5,000
2 - $2,500
3 - $1,000
4 - $500

Half Marathon prize money (Equal for men and women)
1 - $15,000
2 - $10,000
3 - $5,000
4 - $2,500
5 - $1,000

Course Record bonus - $7,500

*Masters (40+)
1 - $1,000

Men’s Half Marathon
World Record bonus - $50,000

For more information on the 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon & Aramco Houston Half Marathon, please visit www.
chevronhoustonmarathon.com.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon, and 5K. Over 250,000 participants, volunteers and 
spectators make Chevron Houston Marathon Race Day the largest single-day sporting event in Houston. Race 
Weekend generates over $50 million in economic impact for the region annually. In 2012, the Run For a Reason Charity 
Program raised a record $2.3 million and the HMC garnered Silver Certification from the Council of Responsible 
Sport for industry-leading sustainability initiatives. Host to 12 U.S. Half Marathon Championships since 2005 and the 
1992 women’s Olympic Trials Marathon, HMC conducted the nationally-televised 2012 U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon, 
which featured men and women competing on the same course simultaneously for the first time, vying for the chance 
to represent Team U.S.A. at the 2012 Olympic Games.

For more information, visit www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com or call 713.957.3453. 

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com
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ABB New Title Sponsor of 5K Race
5K moved to Saturday, January 12th of Chevron Houston  

Marathon Race Weekend

HOUSTON, TX (June 27, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee announced today that ABB is the new title 
sponsor of its annual 5K road race which will be conducted on the Saturday of race weekend in 2013 (Jan. 12-13). 
The ABB 5K joins the Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Houston Half Marathon as the three premier winter 
races conducted every January in downtown Houston. 

“We have been enthusiastic partners with the Houston Marathon Committee for the past 4 years and we are truly 
excited about the opportunity to sponsor the 5K,” stated Scott Spencer, Group Vice President at ABB, Inc. “Race 
weekend is such an exciting time for the participants and the city, and ABB is proud to be part of such a great civic 
event.” 

Registration is now open for the 5K at www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com and will have a participant cap of 5,000 
runners. The race will be conducted on Saturday, Jan. 12 at 8:00 am, and will feature a fan festival at Discovery Green 
from 7:00 am to 11:00 am. The course will feature the same Finish Line chute on Avenidas De Las Americas that is 
utilized on Sunday for the marathon and half marathon. Further details on the downtown course will be announced 
in the Fall. 

“ABB has been instrumental to the growth of our event since coming on board as a sponsor in 2009,” stated Steven 
Karpas, Managing Director, Business Development and Marketing. “The move of the 5K to Saturday enhances race 
weekend and allows us to improve the participant experience for all three races. This is a race for everyone: fast 
runners, Sunday participants, families, kids, new runners, charity runners and elites.” 

ABB provides power and automation technologies to utility and industry customers to improve performance and 
reduce environmental impact. It’s North American Process Automation headquarters are in Houston. The ABB 
Group of companies operates in approximately 100 countries and employs an estimated 145,000 people. 

Race weekend annually attracts over 250,000 spectators, volunteers, and participants; and generates more than $50 
million in economic impact for the region. In 2012, runners raised a record $2.3 million dollars for 57 charities, and the 
races were awarded with a Silver Certification from the Council of Responsible Sport for excellence in sustainability 
and waste management.

To register for the ABB 5K or to learn more about how to fundraise for the Run for a Reason charity program, please 
attend the Kick-Off celebration on Saturday, June 30th from 7:00 am to 11:00 am on the south side of Memorial 
Park. Free “In-Training” shirts will be available for the first 2,000 visitors. Visit www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com/
Marathon/KickOffParty.cfm for more details.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon, and 5K. In 2012, more than 28,000 runners 
participated in three race weekend events organized by 7,500 volunteers, creating Houston’s largest single-day 
sporting event. Additionally, the HMC has hosted numerous world-renowned road races, including the USA Men’s 
(2005-2011) and Women’s (2007-2011) Half Marathon Championships, the 1992 U.S. Women’s Olympic Marathon 
Trials, and the 2012 U.S. Men’s and Women’s Olympic Team Trials - Marathon. 

For more information, visit houstonmarathon.com or call 713.957.3453.
  

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com



PRESS RELEASES

66     2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Media Guide ChevronHoustonMarathon.com                 67

Chevron Houston Marathon Earns Silver ReSport 
Certification

Houston Marathon Committee becomes the first organization ever to achieve dual-certification 
from the Council of Responsible Sport with its U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon sustainability success

HOUSTON, TX (June 4, 2012) - The Council for Responsible Sport announced today that the Houston Marathon 
Committee received a Silver ReSport Certification for its sustainability efforts while conducting the 2012 Chevron 
Houston Marathon weekend of events. As host of the U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon, Houston’s local organizing 
committee also earned Basic ReSport Certification for the quadrennial race to become the first event ever to achieve 
dual-Certification from the Council of Responsible Sport.

“Of all the events that have become ReSport Certified, none have taken on a bigger challenge than the Houston 
Marathon Committee did last January,” stated Keith Peters, Executive Director of the Council for Responsible 
Sport. “Applying for ReSport Certification is a rigorous process, one that requires attention to detail and lots of 
documentation. By striving for dual certifications, the Houston Marathon Committee took on twice the workload, at 
least, and there were no time or cost-saving shortcuts available to them.”

For the past two years, the Houston Marathon Committee has partnered with Waste Management Sustainability 
Services to incorporate their greening efforts into every stage of their events. In addition, this year Eco-Logistics was 
added to the green initiatives team to help devise a comprehensive approach to achieving ReSport Certification. The 
Chevron Houston Marathon Events received the Silver rating by earning 44 of 54 credits applied for, while the U.S. 
Olympic Trials Marathon earned 37 of 46 credits for its Basic Certification.

“Our certification in two events on one weekend took a complete team effort, with tremendous contributions from the 
event staff, volunteers, sponsors/partners, participants and spectators,” stated Race Director Brant Kotch. “We could 
not have attained this distinction without the guidance and counsel of Keith Peters and the Council for Responsible 
Sport and the head start given to us by the already environmentally friendly George R. Brown Convention Center 
and Discovery Green. A strong commitment to the environment is an important and continuing focus for our team.”

Among the many successful sustainability initiatives implemented in 2012, following are a few examples: 

• 	3,180 pieces of clothing discarded at the start of the races was collected and given to Star of Hope Mission,  
a local agency dedicated to meeting the needs of Houston’s homeless;

• 	4,625 pounds of food from the post-race party was donated to the Houston Food Bank; and
• 	An estimated 87% of all power used came from renewable energy sources

The following is one example of the challenges involved in submitting two separate applications for ReSport Certification: 

Stations for collecting recyclable bottles, cans and cardboard, compostable food service items and organic waste, 
and a minimal amount of actual trash had to be set up for two expos - Trials Town in Discovery Green Park as well as 
the Ironman Sports Medicine Institute at Memorial Hermann EXPO in the George R. Brown Convention Center. Those 
same waste collection stations also had to be set up for countless elite athlete and VIP meals served throughout 
the week. Waste collection set-ups were needed for events on both Saturday and Sunday as well. The diversion 
rates, which are materials kept out of the landfill, were 79% for the Olympic Trials and 83% for the marathon.  
One of the largest challenges to this achievement was that event organizers had to keep the waste stream from the 
U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon event separate from that of the Chevron Houston Marathon events to be able to make 
those calculations.

Contact:  Steven Karpas 
	 Chevron Houston Marathon
	 713-957-3453 
	 skarpas@houstonmarathon.com
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Chevron Houston Marathon Earns Silver ReSport 
Certification (continued)

Houston Marathon Committee becomes the first organization ever to achieve dual-certification 
from the Council of Responsible Sport with its U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon sustainability success

In addition to waste stream metrics, the impact or footprint of a number of other aspects were measured:

• The carbon footprint of Houston Marathon participants traveling to and from the event totaled 3225 metric tons, 
while the carbon footprint of elite athlete travel to the Olympic Trials totaled 265 metric tons.

• The carbon footprint of event related operations for the Houston Marathon was 109 metric tons, operations 
related carbon emissions for the Olympic Trials was 91 metric tons.

• The water footprint attributed to the Houston Marathon was 290,000 gallons, while the Olympic Trials used 
31,000 gallons of water (in both cases, due to water conservation measures in place in the LEED Certified 
George R. Brown Convention Center, it is estimated that some 20% less water was used than would have been 
in a conventional building.

• Finally, all grey and black water from portable sanitation stations were transported to a wastewater treatment 
plant, while liquid waste containers were provided throughout the George R. Brown Convention Center to allow 
runners to empty beverage containers prior to recycling them.

For a complete look of the 2012 Waste Study provided by Waste Management, click here.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon, 5K and kids’ fun run. In 2012, more than 30,000 
runners participated in four race weekend events organized by 7,500 volunteers, creating Houston’s largest single-
day sporting event. The 2013 events will be held on January 13, 2013.

For more information, visit houstonmarathon.com or call 713.957.3453.

About the Council for Responsible Sport
Founded in 2007 to empower sporting event producers to incorporate sustainably into their events, the Council for 
Responsible Sport is about inspired innovation and unprecedented collaboration. The mission of CRS is to partner 
with stakeholders in the sports industry as catalysts for sustainable change. From half marathons to football games 
to lacrosse and snowboarding, the Council believes athletes and spectators alike have the opportunity to encourage 
sports to adopt sustainable practices. In addition to administering a certification program for sports events, CRS 
also offers peer-to-peer learning communities and access to online tools, case studies and strategic partnerships to 
assist leaders and businesses actively engaged in the sports industry.

For more information about the Council’s programs and news from the world of sustainable sport, 
visit www.CouncilForResponsibleSport.org.

Contact:  Vicky Oddi
	 Chevron Houston Marathon 	
	 713-957-3453 
	 vicky@houstonmarathon.com
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Houston Marathon Committee Expands Run for a Reason 
Charity Program

2012-2013 campaign welcomes a record 61 nonprofits

HOUSTON, TX (May 1, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee is excited to announce the expansion of the 
2012-2013 Chevron Houston Marathon Run for a Reason charity program, welcoming a record 61 participating 
nonprofits. The new charity lineup offers a variety of important causes ranging from medical research and support, 
and community outreach to learning differences and animal protection.

Linking 30,000 runners with 61 charities, the Run for a Reason program provides an avenue for race participants, 
individuals and organizations to collect donations on behalf of an official charity of their choice. In addition, it provides 
a platform for charities to raise awareness and educate others about their cause.

This past year, the Run for a Reason program raised a record $2.3 million benefiting 57 nonprofit organizations, 
generating nearly $15 million in charitable donations in the program’s 18-year history.

“We could not be more thrilled with the growth of our Run for a Reason charity program and the passionate runners 
and fundraisers who continue to make it all possible,” said Wade Morehead, executive director of the Houston 
Marathon Committee. “By expanding our charity program, we are able to offer more support for the community and 
provide an even greater variety of philanthropies for our runners to choose from.”

The Run for a Reason program also offers ways to enter the Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Houston Half 
Marathon races. Starting June 6, a limited number of guaranteed charity entries will be available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.

“HERO” charity entries enable runners to make an upfront, direct tax-deductible donation of at least $350 to an 
official Run for a Reason charity of their choice, plus the cost of registration, to secure a guaranteed race entry.

“Fundraising for registration” charity entries give runners an opportunity to fundraise for an official Run for a Reason 
charity of their choice and receive a guaranteed race entry. Participating charities set their own fundraising minimums 
and deadlines. A list of participating nonprofits will be posted on the event website (RunforaReasonHouston.org) on 
June 6, 2012. Runners should contact these organizations directly for more information.

The 2013 Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Houston Half Marathon are scheduled for January 13.

To learn more about the Run for a Reason charity program and for a complete list of official 2012-2013 charities, visit 
RunforaReasonHouston.org.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon and 5K. In 2012, more than 20,000 runners participated 
in three race weekend events organized by 7,500 volunteers, creating Houston’s largest single-day sporting event. 
HMC has hosted numerous world-renowned road races, including the 2012 U.S. Men’s and Women’s Olympic Trials 
- Marathon as well as the USA Men’s and Women’s Half Marathon Championships since 2005 and 2007 respectively, 
and the 1992 U.S. Women’s Olympic Trials Marathon.

For more information, visit HoustonMarathon.com or call 713.957.3453. 

Contact:  Steven Karpas 
	 Chevron Houston Marathon
	 713-957-3453 
	 skarpas@houstonmarathon.com
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Participant Cap Increased to 25,000 for 2013 Chevron 
Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon

New “third time’s a charm” rule, time qualifications implemented for early registration

HOUSTON, TX (Apr. 2, 2012) - The Houston Marathon Committee has increased its participant cap to 25,000 for the 
2013 Chevron Houston Marathon and Aramco Houston Half Marathon scheduled for January 13. The Committee 
will again offer early race registration beginning May 8 through May 31, 2012 (11:59 p.m. CT) for eligible runners to 
receive a guaranteed race entry.

The raised cap represents a 1,000-participant increase over the 2012 cap and will be applied to the half marathon 
field with 12,000 entries reserved for the half marathon and 13,000 for the marathon.

“Following race weekend each year, we collectively evaluate all aspects of our event operations and review the 
feedback from literally thousands of runners,” said Wade Morehead, executive director of Houston Marathon 
Committee. “Past and future operational improvements have allowed us to increase the cap modestly each year, 
and we most certainly want to create more opportunities but never at the expense of the participant experience.”

New to 2013, the Houston Marathon Committee has implemented a “third time’s a charm” rule, allowing runners who 
entered and were not selected in the lottery for two consecutive years the opportunity to register for a guaranteed 
entry into the 2013 marathon or half marathon races during early registration. Eligible runners will be notified via email 
with details about how to register for the 2013 races.

Runners who meet a 4:00:00 (marathon), 1:52:55 (half marathon) and 51:08 (10K) time qualification standard are 
eligible to receive a guaranteed race entries available during early registration. Finisher times dating back to January 
1, 2011 may be used to qualify for early registration. Eligible qualifying races must be a USA Track & Field (USATF) or 
AIMS certified course and provide online race results.

Time qualification entries will be limited to the first 3,000 marathon and 2,500 half marathoners who meet these 
standards and are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. If the time qualification fields are not fulfilled during 
early registration, the remaining race entries will be added to the open lottery pool.

In addition to “third time’s a charm” registrants and time qualifiers, runners who have completed five or more Houston 
Marathons; deferred 2012 race registrants; and members designated by the Houston Area Road Runner Association 
(HARRA) are eligible to sign up during early registration and receive a guaranteed race entry.

Race registration for the general public will open on June 6, 2012 and extend through June 21, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. 
CT. Runners must register online at ChevronHoustonMarathon.com during the 16-day period. All registrants will be 
notified of their selection status no later than June 25, 2012.

Registration fees will remain the same for the marathon and half marathon races at $125 and $105, respectively.
Additional details about the 2013 race registration process can be found at ChevronHoustonMarathon.com.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon and 5K. In 2012, more than 20,000 runners participated 
in three race weekend events organized by 7,500 volunteers, creating Houston’s largest single-day sporting event. 
HMC has hosted numerous world-renowned road races, including the 2012 U.S. Men’s and Women’s Olympic Trials 
- Marathon as well as the USA Men’s and Women’s Half Marathon Championships since 2005 and 2007 respectively, 
and the 1992 U.S. Women’s Olympic Trials Marathon.

For more information, visit HoustonMarathon.com or call 713.957.3453. 

Contact:  Jennifer Carmouche
	 Houston Marathon Committee
	 713.957.3453
	 jennifer@houstonmarathon.com
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Chevron Houston Marathon’s Run for a Reason Charity 
Program Adds Another Record to the Books

Generates $2.3 million to benefit 57 participating charities

HOUSTON, TX (Feb. 29, 2012) - The Chevron Houston Marathon’s Run for a Reason charity program has set a new 
fundraising record of more than $2.3 million to benefit 57 charities. With more than 18,000 donations, the 2011-2012 
season marks the third consecutive record year of the program, generating nearly $15 million in its 18-year history.
“Coming off a record-breaking 40th anniversary race weekend with four course records, an all-time high for 
spectators and marathon finishers, and an unprecedented Olympic Trials, we could not be more thrilled to announce 
this fundraising record and honored to help support our local charities,” stated Wade Morehead, executive director 
of the Houston Marathon Committee. “Our committed runners continue to do extraordinary fundraising for our 
community, and the tremendous growth of this program would not be possible without their passionate commitment 
to giving.”

Race participants and donors raised more than $2 million prior to race day, January 15, 2012, of the 40th anniversary 
Chevron Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon and El Paso Corporation 5K, nearly reaching the 
program’s previous record total of $2.1 million set in 2011.

Since breaking the $1-million fundraising mark in 2008, the number of fundraisers and charity donations has more 
than tripled and generated $8.6 million, more than half of the program’s total funds raised since its inception in 1995.
The Run for a Reason program links runners with participating nonprofits and provides a platform for charities to 
raise awareness and funds as well as educate others about their cause. The program also offers alternative ways to 
enter the marathon and half marathon races through “Heroes” charity registration and “fundraise for registration” 
options. Details about these charity registrations can be found at RunforaReasonHouston.org.

Official 2012-2013 Run for a Reason charities will be announced on May 1, 2012. Fundraising will open on May 8, the 
first day of early race registration.

The 41st running of the Chevron Houston Marathon, Aramco Houston Half Marathon and EP5K is scheduled 
for January 13, 2013. Lottery registration for the marathon and half marathon races opens on June 6, 2012 at 
ChevronHoustonMarathon.com.

To learn more about the Run for a Reason charity program or to request a charity application for 2014, please visit 
RunforaReasonHouston.org.

About the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc.
Established in 1972, the Houston Marathon Committee, Inc. (HMC), a Running USA Founding Member, annually 
organizes the nation’s premier winter marathon, half-marathon and 5K. In 2012, more than 20,000 runners participated 
in three race weekend events organized by 7,500 volunteers, creating Houston’s largest single-day sporting event. 
HMC has hosted numerous world-renowned road races, including the 2012 U.S. Men’s and Women’s Olympic Trials 
- Marathon as well as the USA Men’s and Women’s Half Marathon Championships since 2005 and 2007 respectively, 
and the 1992 U.S. Women’s Olympic Trials Marathon.

For more information, visit HoustonMarathon.com or call 713.957.3453. 

Contact:  Jennifer Carmouche
	 Houston Marathon Committee
	 713.957.3453
	 jennifer@houstonmarathon.com
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Bazu Worku
Country: Ethiopia 
Age: 22 
PR: 2:05:25 (Berlin, 2010)

Bazu Worku made his marathon debut in 2009, finishing as the runner-up in Paris in 2:06:15. This was the fastest 
time ever run for an 18-year-old over the distance. It was also the third fastest marathon debut of all-time. Worku 
was one of the final three fighting through heavy rain at the 2010 Berlin Marathon achieved another personal best 
by placing third in 2:05:25.

Results:
2012: 13th at Dubai Marathon (2:07:48), 12th at London Marathon (2:10:14), 2nd at Lanzhou Marathon (2:15:21), 
5th at Frankfurt Marathon (2:08:35), 9th at New Delhi Half Marathon (63:38)
2011: DNF at World Champs
2010: 3rd at Ottawa Marathon (2:09:54), 3rd at Berlin Marathon (2:05:25 PR)

Debebe Tolossa 
Country: Ethiopia 
Age: 32 
PR: 2:07:41 (Houston, 2012)

Debebe Tolassa set a personal best in his Houston debut last year, finishing as the runner-up at the 2012 Chevron 
Houston Marathon in 2:07:41. He then ran a personal best in the half marathon two months later in Paris, finishing 
14th in 1:04:07.

Results:
2012: 2nd at Houston Marathon (2:07:41 PR), 7th at Paris Marathon (2:08:18), 7th at Hengshui Marathon (2:10:16), 
14th at Paris Half Marathon (64:07)
2011: 3rd at Venezia Marathon (2:09:57), 3rd at Hawassa Marathon (2:17:05), 14th at Dubai Marathon (2:16:37)

Elite Marathon Runners - Men
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Fernando Cabada

Andrew Carlson 

Country: USA
Age: 30 
PR: 2:11:53 (Houston, 2012)

After finishing seventh in the 2012 U.S. Olympic Trials in Houston running a personal best 2:11:53, Fernando 
Cabada believes he is ready to run a sub-2:10 marathon. In 2006, a 24-year-old Cabada smashed the American 
25K record, winning the U.S. Championships in 1:14:21. The previous record of 1:14:38 had been set by two-time 
Olympic marathoner Ed Eyestone in 1991.

Results:
2012: 7th at Olympic Trials (2:11:53), 1st at Rock ‘n’ Roll Los Angeles Half Marathon (64:56)
2011: 2nd at Huntsville Marathon (2:22:56), 3rd at Grandma’s Half Marathon (62:32 PR), 1st at USA 25km Champs 
(1:15:41)
2010: 3rd at USA Marathon Champs (2:15:25), 17th at Philadelphia Half Marathon (65:40), 6th at Grandma’s Half 
Marathon (65:55)

Country: USA
Age: 30 
PR: 2:11:24 (Houston, 2012)

Andrew Carlson made his marathon debut at the 2012 U.S. Olympic Trials in Houston where he finished sixth in 
2:11:24. Since becoming a professional distance runner, he has been a member of two World Half Marathon teams, 
the World 20k team and two Chiba Ekiden teams. Carlson is a two-time national champion, having won the 2008 
USA 15k championships and the 2010 USA 25k championships.

Results:
2012: 6th at Olympic Trials (2:11:24), 2nd at Fargo Half Marathon (64:39)
2011: 6th at USA 20km Champs (62:03), 3rd at USA 25km Champs (1:16:35)
2010: 39th at World Half Marathon Champs (65:38)

Elite Marathon Runners - Men
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Buzunesh Deba 
Country: Ethiopia 
Residence: Bronx, NY 
Age: 25
PR: 2:23:19 (New York, 2011)

Buzunesh Deba has won six marathons in her career, most recently the 2011 Rock ‘n’ Roll San Diego Marathon in 
2:23:31, but her personal best came in 2011 when she finished as the runner-up at the ING NYC Marathon in 2:23:19. 
Based in Bronx, New York, Deba began competing in road races in the United States in 2009. She won four marathons 
in one year in 2010 – the National Marathon to Fight Breast Cancer (2:33:08), Grandma’s Marathon (2:31:35), Twin 
Cities Marathon (2:27:24) and the California International Marathon (2:32:13).

Results:
2012: 8th at Philadelphia Half Marathon (74:55)
2011: 2nd at NYC Marathon (2:23:19 PR), 3rd at Philadelphia Half Marathon (69:53 PR), 1st at Rock ‘n’ Roll San 
Diego Marathon (2:23:31), 1st at Los Angeles Marathon (2:26:34)
2010: 9th at NYC Marathon (2:29:55), 1st at Twin Cities Marathon (2:27:24), 1st at CIM Marathon (2:32:13), 1st at 
Grandma’s Marathon (2:31:35), 1st at Jacksonville Marathon (2:33:08)

Amane Gobena 
Country: Ethiopia 
Age: 30 
PR: 2:24:13 (Seoul, 2010)

Amane Gobena made her marathon debut in Houston in 2009, when she finished fifth in 2:32:06. She began her 
international career in cross country running and was part of the Ethiopian team which won the gold medal in the 
short race at the 2002 IAAF World Cross Country Championships. She has won four marathon titles in her career, 
including the 2010 Seoul Marathon, where she set her personal best of 2:24:13.

Results:
2012: 2nd at Istanbul Marathon (2:28:38)
2011: 1st at Xiamen Marathon (2:31:49), 10th at Seoul Marathon (2:37:31)
2010: 1st at Seoul Marathon (2:24:13 PR), 1st at Osaka Marathon (2:25:14), 3rd at Istanbul Marathon (2:32:29), 
5th at Abu Dhabi Half Marathon (69:24)

Elite Marathon Runners - Women
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Claire Hallissey 

Lindsey Scherf 

Country: Great Britain 
Age: 29
PR: 2:27:44 (London, 2012)

Claire Hallissey, a British marathoner who lives and trains in Virginia, made her marathon debut in 2010, finishing 
17th at the ING NYC Marathon. In 2011, Hallissey finished sixth at the Bank of America Chicago Marathon in 
2:29:27. She later set a personal best 2:27:44 when she finished 11th at the 2012 Virgin London Marathon. Hallissey 
competed for Team GB at the 2012 Olympic Games, placing 57th in the women’s marathon.

Results:
2012: 11th at London Marathon (2:27:44 PR), 57th at Olympic Games (2:35:39), 19th at NYC Half (72:58)
2011: 6th at Chicago Marathon (2:29:27), 8th at Philadelphia Half Marathon (72:39), 1st at Rock ‘n’ Roll Chicago 
Half Marathon (74:34)
2010: 17th at NYC Marathon (2:36:13), 18th at World Half Marathon Champs (73:07), 1st at Bristol Half Marathon 
(72:02)

Country: USA
Age: 26
Half Marathon PR: 1:11:45 (NYC, 2011)

Lindsey Scherf, a member of the Westchester Track Club, will be making her U.S. marathon debut in Houston. 
She set a personal best in the half marathon earlier this year when she finished 14th at the NYC Half Marathon 
in 1:11:45. While a sophomore at Harvard University, Scherf set the American Junior 10,000m record with a time 
of 32.51, a mark that still stands today. Originally from Scarsdale, N.Y, Scherf attended Harvard University before 
graduating in 2008.

Results:
2012: 10th at USA Half Marathon Champs (74:03), 14th at NYC Half (71:45 PR), 2nd at USA 25km Champs (1:25:12)
2011: 24th at NYC Half (77:38)
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Meb Keflizighi
Country: USA 
Age: 37
PR: 1:01:00 (San Jose, 2009)

2004 Olympic marathon silver medalist Meb Keflizighi made his return to the Olympics in London, finishing fourth in 
the men’s marathon. Keflezighi had qualified for his third Olympic team with a remarkable victory at the U.S. Olympic 
Trials in Houston in a personal-best 2:09:08. Then 36, he is the oldest Olympic Trials marathon champion and did it 
on just five weeks of training. At the 2009 ING New York City Marathon Keflezighi had the biggest victory of his career 
winning the race in a then-personal-best time of 2:09:15.

Results:
2012: 4th at Olympic Games (2:11:06), 1st at Olympic Trials (2:09:08 PR), 13th at NYC Half (61:41), 1st at Rock ‘n’ 
Roll San Diego Half Marathon (63:11)
2011: 6th at NYC Marathon (2:09:13), 15th at NYC Half (62:52), 1st at Rock ‘n’ Roll San Jose Half Marathon (62:17)
2010: 1st at San Jose Half Marathon (61:45), 5th at Boston Marathon (2:09:26), 6th at NYC Marathon (2:11:38)
2009: 1st at NYC Marathon (2:09:15), 9th at London Marathon (2:09:21), 1st at Rock ‘n’ Roll San Jose Half Marathon 
(61:00), 1st at USA Half Marathon Champs (61:25)

Feyisa Lilesa
Country: Ethiopia 
Age: 22 
PR: 59:22 (Houston, 2012)

2012 Aramco Houston Half Marathon champion and course record holder Feyisa Lilesa enters Houston this year 
fresh off his runner-up finish at the Bank of American Chicago Marathon, where he ran a personal best 2:04:52. 
Lilesa claimed the bronze medal at the 2011 World Championships in Daegu, when he ran a season best 2:10:32 
in the marathon. 

Results:
2012: 1st at Houston Half Marathon (59:22 PR), 2nd at Chicago Marathon (2:04:52 PR), 10th at London Marathon 
(2:08:20), 3rd at NYC Half (60:45)
2011:3rd in marathon at World Champs (2:10:32), 7th at New Delhi Half Marathon (60:50)
2010: 4th at Rotterdam Marathon (2:05:23), 5th at New Delhi Half Marathon (60:33), 1st at Xiamen Marathon 
(2:08:47), 3rd at Chicago Marathon (2:08:10)

Elite Half Marathon Runners - Men
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Deriba Merga

Atsedu Tsegay Tesfaye

Country: Ethiopia
Age: 30 
PR: 59:15 (New Dehli, 2008)

Deriba Merga emerged as one of the world’s best half-marathoners in 2007. He broke the one-hour barrier three 
times with a third place 59:44 at Ras Al Khaimah, a third place 59:25 at Rotterdam and a fourth place at the World 
Road Running Championships in 59:16. After finishing fourth in the men’s marathon at the 2008 Olympic Games, 
Merga bounced back to win the 2009 Chevron Houston Marathon in 2:07:52 and the 2009 Boston Marathon in 
2:08:42.

Results:
2012: 10th at Shanghai Marathon (2:21:14), 2nd at NYC Half (59:48)
2011: 1st at RAK Half Marathon (59:24), 1st at Yangzhou Half Marathon (61:10), 2nd at Otsu Marathon (2:09:13)
2010: 1st at Bogota Half Marathon (62:31), 3rd at Boston Marathon (2:08:39)
2008: 4th at Olympic Games (2:10:21)

Country: Ethiopia
Age: 21
PR: 58:47 (Prague, 2012)

Running in windy condition at the 2012 Prague Half Marathon, Atsedu Tsegay ran the fourth-fastest time in history 
to win the race in 58:47. The time is also an Ethiopian national record. In Houston this year, Tsegay will be chasing 
the world record of 58:23 and the $50,000 prize bonus that comes with it. 

Results:
2012: 1st at Prague Half Marathon (58:47)
2011: 2nd at Rabat Half Marathon (61:12)

Elite Half Marathon Runners - Men
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Caroline Kilel
Country: Kenya
Age: 31
PR: 1:08:16 (Birmingham, 2009)

Caroline Kilel returns to Houston after finishing as the runner-up of the 2012 Aramco Houston Half Marathon in 
1:08:28. Kilel won the 2011 Boston Marathon in a personal best 2:22:36, outkicking American Desi Davila at the finish 
line. Later that year she took fifth at the ING NYC Marathon in 2:25:57.

Results:
2012: 2nd at Houston Half Marathon (68:28), 6th at RAK Half Marathon (71:21), 8th at New Delhi Half Marathon 
(73:26)
2011: 1st at Boston Marathon (2:22:36), 6th at NYC Marathon (2:25:57), 3rd at Lisbon Half Marathon (70:30)
2010: 1st at Frankfurt Marathon (2:23:25), 3rd at Seoul Marathon (2:26:58), 1st at Glasgow Half Marathon (69:11), 
1st at Zwolle Half Marathon (69:33)

Mamitu Daska
Country: Ethiopia 
Age: 29 
PR: 1:08:07 (New Delhi, 2009) 

2011 Chevron Houston Marathon champion Mamitu Daska returns to Houston in 2013 to run the Aramco Houston 
Half Marathon. With a marathon personal best of 2:21:59, Daska made her marathon debut at the 2009 Berlin 
Marathon where she finished third in 2:26:38. She later won a silver medal in the half marathon at the 2011 All Africa 
Games. 

Results:
2012: 3rd at Frankfurt Marathon (2:23:52), 9th at Dubai Marathon (2:24:24)
2011: 1st at Frankfurt Marathon (2:21:59 PR), 1st at Houston Marathon (2:26:33), 
2nd at All Africa Games Half Marathon (70:52)
2010: 1st at Dubai Marathon (2:24:18), 6th at Chicago Marathon (2:28:29)
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Renee Baillie

Lisa Uhl 

Country: USA
Age: 31 
PR: 1:11:51 (Houston, 2010)

Coming off her marathon debut at the 2012 Bank of America Chicago Marathon (8th, 2:27:17), Renee Baillie will run
the 2013 Aramco Houston Half Marathon. Just 16 months removed from surgery to repair her right Achilles, Baille 
was the top American finisher in the Chicago Marathon with the fifth-fastest debut in U.S. history. Baillie admits she 
has now caught the “marathon bug.” She still wants to run track and cross country, but would like to find a spring 
marathon to run too. 

Results:
2012: 8th at Chicago Marathon (2:27:17 PR), 1st at USA 20km Champs (67:08)
2011: 1st at Dallas 8 Miles (44:38)
2010: 4th at USA Half Marathon Champs (71:51)

Country: USA
Age: 25
PR: 1:15:24 (Miami, 2011)

An American track and field athlete who has won four NCAA titles and is the collegiate record holder in the women’s 
10,000m, the Aramco Houston Half Marathon will be Lisa Uhl ‘s second attempt at the distance. Uhl competed in 
the 10,000m at the 2012 Olympic Games in London, finishing 13th in a personal best 31:12.80. 

Results:
2012: 13th in 10,000m at Olympic Games (31:12.80), 
2011: 3rd at Miami Half Marathon (75:24)
2010: 2nd in 10,000m at USA Outdoor Champs (32:11.72), 1st in 5,000m and 10,000m at NCAA Outdoor Champs

Elite Half Marathon Runners - Women
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